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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Life Skills Workshop

Saturday 10 October, 10am-3pm, Community Room. Youth Group is running another life skills
workshop, this time on public speaking, for youth aged 14 and above. Cost is $15, covering lunch,
snacks and drinks. Scan the QR code below to sign up, or pick up a leaflet from a Youth Group leader
at the back of the church.

Youth Sleepout

Straight after the workshop on Saturday 10 October, from 4pm (overnight), in the hall.
Our annual Sleepout raises awareness and funds for homelessness on behalf of

St Vincent de Paul Society, and is open to all Youth Group participants. Cost is $15,
covering dinner and breakfast. Register using the QR code below.

Fr Lam will lead Adoration at 9pm that night, and all parishioners are warmly welcome. No registration
is needed for Adoration.

St Monica's Got Talent
Youth Group is hosting another round of St Monica's Got Talent on Saturday 21 November 2026, and expressions of interest
are open now. If you can sing, dance, beatbox, juggle, do martial arts — or have any talent you'd love to share — please contact
Raphael on 0420 947 121. It's a wonderful chance to use the talents God has given you to give back, with all proceeds going
towards the repair and maintenance of our beloved church.
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YOUTH CORNER

Youth Corner 4/10/26

Scripture: Matthew 21:33-43

Observation:

In today's scripture, Jesus tells the Parable of the Wicked
Tenants where a landowner leases a vineyard to tenants
before travelling. At harvest time when the landowner sends
servants to collect his share of the produce but the tenants
beat, stoned and killed every one of them. Again, the
landowner sends more men, and they face the same fate.
The owner lastly sends his son, expecting them to respect
him, but the tenants kill the son to seize his inheritance.
Jesus asks what the owner will do and the listeners reply that
he will destroy the wicked tenants and lease the vineyard to
others. This parable is teaching us about God as the
landowner, and Jesus as his Son. The chief priests and the
Pharisees are like the original tenants of the vineyard, having
gotten so used to being stewards of the vineyard that they
forgot that they didn’t own it. At the end of the parable,
Jesus tells us that He is firing the corrupt religious leaders
from being the caretakers of God’s message and handing the
job over to a new community of believers who will show
their faith through good actions and love.

Application:

If this parable is about the chief priests and Pharisees, what
does it teach us about ourselves as followers of God? Jesus
seems to be teaching us that we are now the tenants of
God’s vineyard and have been entrusted with this world,
with all that we have. We are also now called to care for it
well and offer our work and success back to God as an act of
gratitude by prioritising God in everything we do and placing
good intentions behind our actions which reflect the love
God gives us. This parable is also warning us not to take any
of this for granted. Our life and our privileges are all a grace
and gift from God. We too may be tempted to think that we
can keep the fruits of God’s vineyard to ourselves, and often,
amidst our studies or working hard to make a living, it’s easy
to forget that everything that we have isn’t ours, but the
Lord’s. Jesus also teaches us not to hoard our lives, time,
dreams or plans to ourselves like the tenants hoarded the
produce, but to open your heart to receive God and all He
sends into our lives. The last line of the Gospel today reminds
us that the Kingdom of God can be taken away from anybody
who is unfaithful and given to those who are willing to
embody the character of Christ.

Prayer:

Lord, show me how to recognise and appreciate the gifts and
talents you have poured upon me. Grant me the grace to
offer my hard work back to you with a spirit of gratitude and
open my heart to welcome everything and everyone you
send into my life. Guard my heart against the temptation to
hoard my time or success and may | be reminded that lam a
caretaker of Your vineyard.

Amen
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Entrance Antiphon

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and there
is none that can resist your will. For you have made all things,
the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the circle
of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for
his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile
hillside. He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, and
planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a
tower, he dug a press there too. He expected it to
yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of
Judah, | ask you to judge between my vineyard and
me. What could | have done for my vineyard that |
have not done? | expected it to yield grapes. Why
did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, | will tell you what | am going to do to
my vineyard: | will take away its hedge for it to be
grazed on, and knock down its wall for it to be
trampled on. | will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;
overgrown by the briar and the thorn. | will
command the clouds to rain no rain on it. Yes, the
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel,
and the men of Judah that chosen plant. He
expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity,
but only a cry of distress. The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps79

(R.) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel.

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you
drove out the nations. It stretched out its branches
to the sea, to the Great River it stretched out its
shoots. (r.)

2. Then why have you broken down its walls? It is
plucked by all who pass by. It is ravaged by the boar
of the forest, devoured by the beasts of the field. (r.)

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down
from heaven and see. Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

4. And we shall never forsake you again: give us life
that we may call upon your name. God of hosts,
bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall
be saved. (R.)

Second Reading PHILIPPIANS 4:6-9

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill
your minds with everything that is true, everything that
is noble, everything that is good and pure, everything
that we love and honour, and everything that can be
thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the
things that you learnt from me and have been taught by
me and have heard or seen that | do. Then the God of
peace will be with you. The word of the Lord

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

4th October 2026

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

| call you friends, says the Lord, because | have made
known to you everything | have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of
the people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a
man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he
fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a
tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad.
When vintage time drew near he sent his servants
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the
tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed
another and stoned a third. Next he sent some
more servants, this time a larger number, and they
dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his
son to them. “They will respect my son,” he said.
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each
other, “This is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and
take over his inheritance.” So they seized him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will
bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the
produce to him when the season arrives.” Jesus said
to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:

It was the stone rejected by the builders

that became the keystone.

This was the Lord’s doing

and it is wonderful to see?

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a people who will
produce its fruit.” 7he Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon
The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that
seeks him.




