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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENT

HSC Blessing
Students sitting the HSC this year will be blessed at all Masses on 27 September. To be included, please text Cheryl (0481 507
169) with your name and the Mass time you'll be attending.

Life Skills Workshop

Saturday 10 October, 10am-3pm, Community Room. Youth Group is running another life skills
workshop, this time on public speaking, for youth aged 14 and above. Cost is $15, covering lunch,
snacks and drinks. Scan the QR code below to sign up, or pick up a leaflet from a Youth Group leader at
the back of the church.

Youth Sleepout

Straight after the workshop on Saturday 10 October, from 4pm (overnight), in the hall.
Our annual Sleepout raises awareness and funds for homelessness on behalf of

St Vincent de Paul Society, and is open to all Youth Group participants. Cost is $15,
covering dinner and breakfast. Register using the QR code below.

Fr Lam will lead Adoration at 9pm that night, and all parishioners are warmly welcome. No registration
is needed for Adoration.

St Monica's Got Talent
Youth Group is hosting another round of St Monica's Got Talent on Saturday 21 November 2026, and expressions of interest are
open now. If you can sing, dance, beatbox, juggle, do martial arts — or have any talent you'd love to share — please contact
Raphael on 0420 947 121. It's a wonderful chance to use the talents God has given you to give back, with all proceeds going
towards the repair and maintenance of our beloved church.
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YOUTH CORNER
Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16a

Observation:

Matthew records Jesus telling the parable of a landowner
who goes out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard, agreeing with them on the usual daily wage. He
returns to the marketplace at nine o'clock, at noon, at
three, and again at five in the afternoon, hiring anyone
still standing idle and promising to pay them what is right.
When evening comes, he instructs his steward to pay the
workers beginning with the last ones hired, and each of
them receives the same full day's wage. Those who had
worked since dawn expect more, and when they receive
the same amount, they complain that the landowner has
made the latecomers equal to those who bore the heat of
the whole day. The landowner replies that he has done no
injustice, since he has paid exactly what was agreed, and
he asks whether they are envious because he is generous.
Jesus closes the parable by saying that the last will be first,
and the first will be last.

Application:

In today's Gospel, we are reminded that God's generosity
is not measured the way we measure fairness. The
workers who came early were not cheated, yet they still
felt cheated, simply because someone else received the
same gift they did. That reaction is familiar to us. At
school, at work, and especially online, we constantly
compare ourselves to others, keeping quiet records of
who is ahead and who is behind, who deserves what, and
whether our own effort has been properly noticed. The
same habit can creep into our faith, where we may feel
that people who came to God later, or who seem to
struggle less, have somehow received something they did
not earn. But the vineyard is not a competition, and God
does not have a limited amount of love to hand out. He
calls each of us at different hours of the day, and He gives
Himself fully to everyone who answers. For some of us
that call came in childhood, and for others it may come
much later, or it may be a call we are only now beginning
to take seriously. What matters is that we answer when
we hear it. Just as a family meal is not divided according
to who worked hardest that day, God's mercy is not
portioned out according to who arrived first, and
recognising this frees us to be glad for others rather than
resentful of them.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, thank You for calling us into Your vineyard and
for Your generosity, which is always greater than we
deserve. Help us let go of envy and comparison, and help
us to rejoice when others receive Your mercy. Teach us to
work faithfully for You without counting the cost. Amen.



ST MONICA'S Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

| am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should
they cry to me in any distress, | will hear them, and |
will be their Lord for ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:6-9

A reading from the prophet Ecclesiasticus

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to
him while he is still near. Let the wicked man
abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let
him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him,
to our God who isrich in forgiving; for my thoughts
are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways — it
is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as
high above earth as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts. The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 144
R: The Lord is near to all who call him.
| will bless you day after day and praise your name

for ever. the Lord is great, highly to be praised, his
greatness cannot be measured. (R.)

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to
anger, abounding in love. How good is the Lord to
all, compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his
deeds. He is close to all who call him, who call on
him from their hearts. (R.)

SECOND READING Phil 1 : 20-24, 27
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my
life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ,
but then death would bring me something more;
but then again, if living in this body means doing
work which is having good results — | do not know
what | should choose. | am caught in this dilemma:
| want to be gone and be with Christ, which would
be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in
this body is a more urgent need for your sake.

Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would
be unworthy of the gospel of Christ. The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of
you Son.

Alleluia!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

20t September 2026

GOSPEL Mt 20:1-16
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He
made an agreement with the workers for one
denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard.
Going out at about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the market place and
said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and |
will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At
about the sixth hour and again at about the
ninth hour, he went out and did the same.
Then at about the eleventh hour he went out
and found more men standing round, and he
said to them, “Why have you been standing
here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired
us” they answered. He said to them, “You go
into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the
owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call
the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending with
the first.” So those who were hired at about
the eleventh hour came forward and received
one denarius each. When the first came, they
expected to get more, but they too received
one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled
at the landowner. “The men who came last”
they said “have done only one hour, and you
have treated them the same as us, though we
have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”
He answered one of them and said, “My friend,
| am not being unjust to you; did we not agree
on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. |
choose to pay the last-comer as much as | pay
you. Have | no right to do what | like with my
own? Why be envious because | am generous?”
Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.



