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ST MONICA'S

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set

before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith.

FIRST READING Revelation 7: 9-17
A reading from the book of Revelation

I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no
one could count, from every nation, race, people, and
tongue. They stood before the throne and before the
Lamb, wearing white robes and holding palm branches
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on
the throne, and from the Lamb.”

All the angels stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures. They
prostrated themselves before the throne, worshiped
God, and exclaimed:

“Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and
thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be to our God
forever and ever. Amen.”

Then one of the elders spoke up and said to me,
“Who are these wearing white robes, and where did
they come from?” | said to him, “My lord, you are the
one who knows.” He said to me, “These are the ones
who have survived the time of great distress; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the Blood
of the Lamb.

“For this reason they stand before God’s throne and
worship him day and night in his temple. The One who
sits on the throne will shelter them. They will not
hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat
strike them. For the Lamb who is in the center of the
throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of
life-giving water, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 15
R: Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.

Preserve me, God, | take refuge in you. | say to the Lord:
‘You are my God. O Lord, it is you who are my portion
and cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.’ (R.)

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body
shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul
among the dead, nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

You will show me the path of life; the fullness of joy in
your presence, at your right hand happiness forever.
(R.)
SECOND READING Romans 8:35, 37-39
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters: What will separate us from the
love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?
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No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly
through him who loved us. For | am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed are
they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12a
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up
the mountain, and after he had sat down,
his disciples came to him. He began to
teach them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the Kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will
be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will
see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecuted for
the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
Kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult you and
persecute you and utter every kind of evil
against you falsely because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward will be great in
heaven. The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial
burnt offering he accepted them.



