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YOUTH CORNER
Youth Corner 28t June 2026

Scripture: Matthew 10:37-42

Observation: At a first glance, Jesus appears almost
callous and his messaging paradoxical in today’s gospel -
stating anyone who loves their family more than Him or is
unwilling to ‘take up their cross’ is considered unworthy,
and whoever finds their life will actually ‘lose it'. However,
Jesus is trying to emphasise the importance of loving and
maintaining our relationship with Him first and foremost,
because this will inform how we interact with others. By
choosing to commit ourselves totally to Christ will also
guide us in how we navigate life and challenges as a
Catholic - for example, the Gospel and Jesus’ teachings
may not be well received by all - despite this, we cannot
give into the pressures of society, or fall victim to broader,
worldly and material desires of this world as this will only
lead to spiritual loss. Jesus ends with a hopeful, practical
message, reminding us that being welcoming and inviting
to others - and even a small act of kindness to a fellow
believer (“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones who is my disciple”) will not go
unnoticed.

Application: Today’s gospel gives us an opportunity to
reflect on our relationships with Jesus and other people.
Take the time to consider if you have been praying, talking
and listening to God, thinking about the ways Jesus
presented Himself to others. In practical terms, it could
include being more mindful and intentional with your
thoughts and actions as you go about your daily life or
practice being giving and self-sacrificial, even in small
moments. When we choose to love Christ and be more
like Him, this will teach us how to treat others, believers
and non-believers alike.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for loving me despite
my many flaws, and how far | may have strayed from you.
Help me to always come back to you and may you always
serve as a reminder for how | should be navigating life, its
challenges and my relationships with others. | pray that
others may be able to see the face of God in me through
my love and my actions. Amen.

Youth Announcements
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

World’s Greatest Shave — on 14" June 2026
Thank you everyone for the support! We raised $13,951 in
total! This will go to The Leukemia Foundation.

World Youth Day Bake Sale— on 31% May 2026

Again, thank you everyone for your support. We raised
$1,501 which will go towards sponsoring our youths going
to World Youth Day next year
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ST MONICA'S

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy!
FIRST READING 2 Kgs 4:8-11,14-16
A reading from the second book of Kings

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a
woman of rank who lived there pressed him to
stay and eat there. After this he always broke his
journey for a meal when he passed that way. She
said to her husband, ‘Look, | am sure the man who
is constantly passing our way must be a holy man
of God. Let us build him a small room on the roof,
and put him a bed in it, and a table and chair and
lamp; whenever he comes to us he can rest there.’

One day when he came, he retired to the upper
room and lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’
he asked. Gehazi (his servant) answered, ‘Well,
she has no son and her husband is old.’ Elisha said,
‘Call her.” The servant called her and she stood at
the door. ‘This time next year,’” Elisha said ‘you will
hold a son in your arms.” The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 88
R: Forever | will sing the goodness of the Lord.

| will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all
ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. Of this |
am sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your
truth is firmly established as the heavens. )

Happy the people who acclaim such a king, who
walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, who find
their joy every day in your name, who make your
justice the source of their bliss. )

For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their
strength; it is by your favour that our might is
exalted: for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord;
our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel. ()

SECOND READING Rom 6 : 3-4, 8-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were
baptised in his death; in other words, when we
were baptised we went into the tomb with him
and joined him in death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too
might live a new life.

But we believe that having died with Christ we
shall return to life with him: Christ, as we know,
having been raised from the dead will never die
again. Death has no power over him any more.
When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his
life now is life with God; and in that way, you too
must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but
alive for God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

28th June 2026

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people.
Praise God will called you out of darkness and into his
marvellous light.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 10 : 37-42
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows:
‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is
not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or
daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone
who does not take his cross and follow in my
footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who
finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his
life for my sake will find it.

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me;
and those who welcome me welcome the one
who sent me.

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because
he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward;
and anyone who welcomes a holy man
because he is a holy man will have a holy man’s
reward.

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold
water to one of these little ones because he is
a disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most
certainly not lose his reward.’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name.

: Eucharistic Congress 2028 Prayer

: Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for the gift
:of your real presence in the Sacrament of
:the Holy Eucharist. Grant us the grace to
‘receive you reverently, worship you truly
:and serve you with hearts renewed. By
‘the power of the Holy Spirit strengthen
tus, so that as you gave yourself to the
:Father and to us, we too may offer our
tlives to God and to others. Inspire and
:help us to serve you in those who are in
:need, especially the defenceless and
‘homeless, the lonely and lost. Unite us
:with your sacrifice of the Mass, so that we
i may truly become what we have received,
: the Body of Christ.

Amen.



