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YOUTH CORNER —B%—t1 g
Youth Corner 21]une2026
Scripture: Matthew 10:26-33

Observation: In the passage, Jesus teaches that the truth will
eventually be revealed and that His followers should boldly share His
message with others. Jesus begins the passage telling us to fear God,
but by fearing him you come to know his power and helps us recognise
how much he does for us to guide us to Him. In the Gospel of Matthew,
Jesus is constantly teaching us about the love of our Father. When we
proclaim about Jesus, we then preach the expression of God’s love
shown to man through Jesus. He then states, “do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows”, which for context, sparrows were
often worth very little at the time. So Jesus teaches that if God watches
over even the sparrows, then we can be confident that He values and
cares for us even more. Jesus in the Gospel is essentially giving us a
guide on how to live the way he wants us to and reminds us that He
holds power like nobody else, and that we should trust in God and
praise Him in all that we do.

Application

Today's gospel teaches that we should not be afraid, but instead trust
in God and boldly live out our faith. Jesus tells His followers that what
is revealed in private should be shared openly, encouraging us to
proclaim His message with confidence. He also reminds us that while
people may have power over the body, only God has authority over our
eternal lives so our complete trust should be in Him. Jesus tells us to
“fear Him who can destroy”, which is not saying that we should be afraid
of God, but rather recognise His lasting power over our eternal souls.
Fear of God shouldn’t be terror, but about acknowledging His authority
and allowing that respect to guide us towards His truth through prayer
and the Bible. At the same time, Jesus shows that God deeply cares for
us, using the example of the sparrows and explaining that even the hair
on our head is counted revealing that nothing in our lives goes
unnoticed. It reminds us to trust that God values us and is aware of
everything in our lives which can give us confidence when feeling
unsure or pressured by others. Jesus then emphasises that those who
acknowledge Him before others will be acknowledged before God,
highlighting the importance of unwavering faithfulness. This passage
challenges us to live more openly as Catholics, not just in prayer but
being aware of small decisions like how we treat others, the choice we
make and whether our actions will reflect our faith.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for your loving and caring towards me. Please give me the
strength to put my faith into action and to acknowledge your truth to
others. Help me to remember that | will always be valuable to you, and
you understand me better than anybody else can ever understand me.
Guide me to trust in your ways in all that | do. Amen.

Youth Announcements

St Monica’s Youth Group

Youth Group will continue each week in the community
room, starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come
hang out for some games, make new friends and learn
about God together! If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact one of our leaders Raphael Cheung
(0420 947 121).

Youth Camp — 7th to 10th July 2026

This year our youth camp will be held from 7th July to 10th
July. It will be a 4-day camp in Katoomba. This year, our
theme will be Pokemon! We will explore all the fruits of the
holy spirit and learn how to catch them all! Come along for
fun, laughs, growth, friendship, fellowship and memories.
Please contact Brian Wong (0491 138 451) or Raphael
Cheung (0420 947 121) for a registration form.




ST MONICA'S

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge for the
one he has anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless your
heritage, and govern them for ever.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
Jeremiah said: ‘1 hear so many disparaging me,
“Terror from every side! Denounce him! Let us
denounce him!” All those who used to be my friends
watched for my downfall, “Perhaps he will be seduced
into error. Then we will master him and take our
revenge!” But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; my
opponents will stumble, mastered, confounded by
their failure; everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be
theirs. But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with
justice, who scrutinise the loins and heart, let me see
the vengeance you will take on them, for | have
committed my cause to you. Sing to the Lord, praise the
Lord, for he has delivered the soul of the needy from
the hands of evil men.” The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 99
R: Lord, in your great love, answer me.

Jer 20:10-13

It is for you that | suffer taunts, that shame covers my
face, that | have become a stranger to my brothers, an
alien to my own mother's sons. | burn with zeal for your
house and taunts against you fall on me. (R.)

This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your favour. In
your great love, answer me, O God, with your help that
never fails: Lord, answer, for your love is kind; in your
compassion, turn towards me. (R.)

The poor when they see it will be glad and God-seeking
hearts will revive; for the Lord listens to the needy and
does not spurn his servants in their chains. Let the
heavens and the earth give him praise, the sea and all
its living creatures. (R.)

SECOND READING Rom 5:12-15
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Sin entered the world through one man, and through
sin death, and thus death has spread through the
whole human race because everyone has sinned. Sin
existed in the world long before the Law was given.
There was no law and so no one could be accused of
the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all
from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that
of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more
certain that divine grace, coming through the one man,
Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift.

The word of the Lord

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

21st June 2026

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the Lord, and
you also will be my witnesses.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 10 : 26-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matthew

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do
not be afraid. For everything that is now
covered will be uncovered, and everything
now hidden will be made clear. What | say to
you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you
hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-
tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who
can destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you
not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not
one falls to the ground without your Father
knowing. Why, every hair on your head has
been counted. So there is no need to be afraid;
you are worth more than hundreds of
sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the
presence of men, | will declare myself for him
in the presence of my Father in heaven. But
the one who disowns me in the presence of
men, | will disown in the presence of my Father
in heaven.” The Gospel of the Lord
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them their
food in due season.

DIOCESE of
PARRAMATTA

Act with Justice, and state that we have a zero tolerance for
any form of abuse or harm to children or any person

Act with justice and ensure that laws and obligations are
upheld, and safety is paramount



