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YOUTH CORNER —zs§ — 2.1

Youth corner: 5th April 2026
Scripture: John 20: 1-9

Observation:

Today’s Gospel recounts a story that many of us may already be
familiar with. For those of us who grew up going to Sunday
school we may have been told the story of how the Apostles
raced to find the empty tomb every year on Easter. What | would
like to do in this reflection is to rethink this story, placing us in
the shoes of the disciples. To do that we should go back to Good
Friday, the disciples are in a state of despair. Imagine being in
their shoes, of course with the benefit of hindsight we know that
Jesus rose from the dead but from their point of view their all-
powerful leader and teacher was dead. Not just dead but killed
in the most painful and humiliating way possible; hung up on the
cross after having his dignity stripped away from him. | can only
imagine how hard it would be to get up in the morning, the
ministry that they had devoted three years to, the man who they
followed and listened to was gone. This brings us to Easter, they
hear from Mary Magdalene that the stone that blocked the
entrance was moved and the tomb was empty. The disciples
would’ve been filled with either panic or excitement, either the
tomb of their leader and teacher had been robbed or he had
risen from the dead. We might forget the significance of Peter
and John running to the tomb, but when you imagine the
excitement of the possibility that Jesus had returned it becomes
evident that is not a small detail, it is a representation of their
anticipation of hope, hope that Jesus’ work had not ended with
his death, but had only begun.

Application:

How often in our lives do we feel like the disciples felt after Good
Friday. They all loved Jesus with all their hearts and yet now they
felt lost and abandoned, like God had forsaken them. When
times are tough on us, when we are struggling in the pain of the
world we may feel that God is dead, that the unjust cruel world
has led to God forsaking us and leaving us. What the resurrection
shows to us is that Jesus will never abandon us, not even death
can keep his overwhelming love from us. When we fall into the
darkness of hardship and sin we must never think that God is far
away. We should always have hope that he is there for us. |
mentioned in the observation that it must have been hard for the
disciples to get up in the morning after Jesus’ death. But they still
did, not only that, they still got together to pray because
although their teacher was dead their hope remained strong.
And when a small chance that Jesus had returned made itself
visible they raced to find him. The next time that we feel the
despair of the Apostles we should be like John and Peter praying
even when all seems impossible and when the opportunity to
find God comes, even if it is a faint sign or a small chance we
should seize it and race to find and embrace him.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ, | graciously ask that you grant me the fortitude
to keep hope in the anticipation of your second coming. | pray
that | will be able to run towards your love and understand that
you will always come for us to deliver us from sin and evil. In your
name | pray, Amen.

Youth Announcements
Life Skills Workshop — 11/4/2026

Have you ever sat through classes and thought “when am | ever
going to use this in real life?” Our leaders from St Monica’s Youth
Group have kindly volunteered their time to run a series of holiday
workshops focusing on important life skills that they don’t teach you
in school! The first workshop will be on how to write a killer resume
and ace a job interview! It is open to youths aged 15 years and
above. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact
Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for more details. There are also printed
flvers with all the details vou can pick up at the back of church.
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Entrance Antiphon

I have risen, and | am with you still, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia,
alleluia.

First Reading ACT 10:34, 37-43
Peter addressed Cornelius and his
household: ‘You must have heard about
the recent happenings in Judaea; about
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in
Galilee, after John had been preaching
baptism. God had anointed him with the
Holy Spirit and with power, and because
God was with him, Jesus went about doing
good and curing all who had fallen into the
power of the devil. Now I, and those with
me, can witness to very thing he did out
the countryside of Judaea and in
Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact that
they killed him by hanging him on a tree,
yet three days afterwards God raised him
to life and allowed him to be seen, not by
the whole people but only by certain
witnesses God had chosen beforehand.
Now we are those witnesses — we have
eaten and drunk with him after his
resurrection from the dead — and he has
ordered us to proclaim this to his people
and to tell them that God has appointed
him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is
to him that all the prophets bear this
witness: that all who believe in Jesus will
have their sins forgiven through his name.’
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made; let

us rejoice and be glad.

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end. Let the sons of
Israel say: ‘His love has no end. (R.)

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up. | shall not
die, | shall live and recount his deeds.
(R.)

3. The stone which the builders rejected
become the corner stone. This is the
work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.

(R.)

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4

Since you have been brought back to
true life with Christ, you must look for the
things that are in heaven, where Christ is,
sitting at God’s right hand. Let your
thoughts be on heavenly things, not on
the things that are on the earth, because
you have died, and now the life you have
is hidden with Christ in God. But when
Christ is revealed —and heis your life —you
too will be revealed in all your glory with
him. The word of the Lord

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice
and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and
Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father
reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely
ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the
way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; | saw Christ’s
glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-
clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you
into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we
know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;
let us feast with joy in the Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:1-9

It was very early on the first day of
the week and still dark, when Mary of
Magdala came to the tomb. She saw
that the stone had been moved away
from the tomb and came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and
we don’t know where they have put
him.’

So Peter set out with the other
disciple to go to the tomb. They ran
together, but the other disciple,
running faster than Peter, reached the
tomb first; he bent down and saw the
linen cloths lying on the ground, but
did not go in. Simon Peter who was
following now came up, went right
into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on
the ground, and also the cloth that had
been over his head; this was not with
the linen cloths but rolled up in a place
by itself. Then the other disciple who
had reached the tomb first also went
in; he saw and he believed. Till this
moment they had failed to
understand the teaching of scripture,
that he must rise from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord

5t April 2026

Communion Antiphon

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast with the
unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia,
alleluia.
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