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YOUTH CORNER

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12

Observation: This week’s Gospel is one that is familiar to
many—the Beatitudes. In these teachings, Jesus reveals a
profound and eye-opening truth about our relationship with
God. The path to God does not depend on strength, wealth, or
worldly success, but on humility, mercy, purity of heart, and
faithfulness, especially in times of trial. Jesus redefines what it
means to be “blessed,” pointing us away from temporary
happiness and toward a deep and lasting joy that can only be
found in God’s grace. The Beatitudes reveal the values of God’s
Kingdom and invite us to see life through God’s eyes rather than
the world’s.

Application: In a world that praises independence, comfort,
and recognition, this Gospel reminds us that Jesus calls us to
live differently. He invites us to be poor in spirit. This does not
mean having less faith; in fact, it means having greater trust in
God. Jesus calls us to recognize our complete dependence on
Him and to seek Him first rather than relying solely on our own
abilities. It is an invitation to prayer, humility, and a willingness
to surrender our plans to God’s will.

Living the Beatitudes also means choosing gentleness, mercy,
and peace in our daily relationships. Meekness challenges us to
resist anger, pride, and the need to control others. Mercy calls
us to forgive, even when it is painful or undeserved.
Peacemaking requires patience, understanding, and love,
especially in difficult situations.

Jesus also reminds us that following Him will not always be
easy. Living according to the Beatitudes may lead to rejection,
or even persecution—sometimes from those closest to us. But,
Jesus assures us that faithfulness to Him brings a joy far greater
than anything the world can offer and leads us to the eternal
reward of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Prayer: Lord, thank You for giving us the Beatitudes as the
path that leads us to You. Help us to live our lives according to
Your teachings, and remind us that even in our darkest
moments, our true home is not here on earth but with You in
heaven. Shape our hearts to reflect the Beatitudes, and help our
lives bear witness to Your love and grace. Amen.

Youth Announcements
Youth Announcements
World Youth Day 2027 expressions of interest
World Youth Day 2027 will be held in Seoul, South Korea, from 3rd
to 8th August 2027. For those who have been to ACYF (Australian
Catholic Youth Festival), think that but on a world scale! As it is
such a big event, we are taking expressions of interest NOW so
we can start the preparation for this pilgrimage ASAP. If you are
over 16 and is interested, please contact Cheryl Wong (0481 507
169).

St Monica’s Youth Group

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room,
starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come hang out for
some games, make new friends and learn about God together! If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of
our leaders Raphael Cheung (0420 947 121).




ST MONICA'S

Entrance Antiphon

Save us, O Lord our God!

And gather us from the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,
and make it our glory to praise you.

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
Seek the Lord all you, the humble of
the earth, who obey his commands.
Seek integrity, seek humility:
you may perhaps find shelter on the
day of the anger of the Lord. In your
midst | will leave a humble and lowly
people, and those who are left in
Israel will seek refuge in the name of
the Lord. They will do no wrong, will
tell no lies; and the perjured tongue
will no longer be found in their
mouths. But they will be able to
graze and rest with no one to disturb
them. The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145
(R.) Happy the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

1. Itisthe Lord who keeps faith forever,
who is just to those who are
oppressed. It is he who gives bread
to the hungry, the Lord, who sets
prisoners free. (R.)

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, who raises up those who are
bowed down, the Lord, who protects
the stranger and upholds the widow
and orphan. (R.)

3. Itis the Lord who loves the just but
thwarts the path of the wicked. The
Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God,
from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time
when you were called: how many of you
were wise in the ordinary sense of the
word, how many were influential people,
or came from noble families? No, it was
to shame the wise that God chose what
is foolish by human reckoning, and to
shame what is strong that he chose
what is weak by human reckoning; those
whom the world thinks common and
contemptible are the ones that God has
chosen —those who are nothing at all to
show up those who are everything. The
human race has nothing to boast about
to God, but you, God has made
members of Christ Jesus and by God'’s

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

doing he has become our wisdom, and
our virtue, and our holiness, and our
freedom. As scripture says: if anyone
wants to boast, let him boast about the
Lord. The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia

Rejoice and be glad; Your reward will
be great in heaven.

Alleluial

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up
the hill. There he sat down and was
joined by his disciples. Then he
began to speak. This is what he
taught them:

‘How happy are the poor in spirit:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Happy the gentle: they shall have
the earth for their heritage.

Happy those who mourn: they shall
be comforted.

Happy those who hunger and thirst
for what is right: they shall be
satisfied.

Happy the merciful: they shall have
mercy shown them.

Happy the pure in heart: they shall
see God.

Happy the peacemakers: they shall
be called sons of God.

Happy those who are persecuted in
the cause of right:

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse
you and persecute you and speak all
kinds of calumny against you on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward will be great in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon

Let your face shine on your servant.

Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me
never be put to shame, for | call on you.
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