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Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle; be our defence against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray, and do thou, O prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan and all the
other evil spirits who prowl about
the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

S N riegin

Scripture: Matthew 4: 12-23

Observation:

During Jesus’s lifetime, Galilee was a region that was often looked
down upon by the Jews. To them, it wasn’t a particularly holy
place because it was heavily shaped by Greek and Roman culture,
meaning the people who lived there, including the local Jewish
population, knew less about God. It also didn’t help that the vast
majority of Jewish temples, priests, and scholars were based in
Jerusalem, which inevitably left Galilee overshadowed and
overlooked.

However, as we discover in today’s Gospel, Jesus deliberately
chose to start his Earthly ministry there. Not only that, but he also
chose to start during a particular hard time in his life — right after
his beloved cousin, John the Baptist, was unlawfully arrested and
sentenced to death. Jesus began by giving the people of Galilee
some much-needed encouragement to repent and follow God,
before then calling on his very first disciples — four insignificant,
working-class, Galilean fishermen. Thus, a great light had truly
begun to appear for the Galileans, the same light that has now
spread all across the world and will one day replace all of its
darkness.

Application:

Jesus sets the perfect example for us today, in terms of what to
do when we are facing dark and difficult times. He doesn’t sit and
wait, but instead, gets going with what God intended — and that
was for him to work on his Earthly ministry. As for what God
intends for us when we ourselves are struggling, particularly with
things like confusion, doubt, or loneliness; Jesus teaches us what
to do in today’s Gospel as well — to repent and realign ourselves
towards God. Some ways we can do this include coming to Youth
Group even when we don’t feel spiritual, or taking that first,
brave step to go to confession for the first time in a while. You
see, God doesn’t wait for us to “perfect ourselves” first before
calling on us to follow him, and nothing emphasises this more
than today’s Gospel, where Jesus extends this invitation to four
burnt-out, struggling fishermen. God calls on all people, including
the spiritually weak, and does so more than willingly.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father. In a world rife with darkness and faithlessness,
I thank you for shining your never-ending light onto me and all
my Earthy brothers and sisters and showing me that no one is
unworthy of your love and discipleship. Let me also extend my
gratitude towards you for sending your beloved son down to us,
so that | could be free from sin, and have a perfect example to
follow. In his name, | pray. Amen.

Youth Announcements
Youth Announcements
World Youth Day 2027 expressions of interest
World Youth Day 2027 will be held in Seoul, South Korea,
from 3™ to 8" August 2027. For those who have been to ACYF
(Australian Catholic Youth Festival), think that but on a world
scale! As it is such a big event, we are taking expressions of
interest NOW so we can start the preparation for this
pilgrimage ASAP. If you are over 16 and is interested, please
contact Cheryl Wong (0481 507 169).

St Monica’s Youth Group

Youth Group will continue each week in the community
room, starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up, come
hang out for some games, make new friends and learn about
God together! If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact one of our leaders Raphael Cheung (0420
947 121).
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord,
all the earth. In his presence are majesty and
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place.

FIRST READING Is 8:23-9:3
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

In days past the Lord humbled the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days
to come he will confer glory on the Way of
the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of
the nations.

The people that walked in darkness has
seen a great light; on those who live in a land
of deep shadow a light has shone.

You have made their gladness greater, you
have made their joy increase, they rejoice in
your presence as men rejoice at harvest
time, as men are happy when they are
dividing the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him, the
bar across his shoulders, the rod of his
oppressor, these you break as on the day of
Midian. The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 26
Response: The Lord is my light and my
salvation.

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life; Before whom shall | shrink?. (R.)

2. There is one thing | ask of the Lord, for
this I long, to live in the house of the Lord,
all the days of my life, to savour the
sweetness of the Lord, to behold his
temple. (R.)

3. lam sure | shall see the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living. Hope in him,
hold firm and take heart. Hope in the
Lord! (R.)

SECOND READING 1Cor1:10-13,17
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
the Corinthians

| appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the
differences between you, and instead of
disagreeing among yourselves, to be united
again in your belief and practice. From what
Chloe’s people have been telling me, my
dear brothers, it is clear that there are
serious differences among you. What | mean
are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I
am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘1 am for
Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been
parcelled out? Was it Paul that was crucified
for you? Were you baptised in the name of
Paul?

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but
to preach the Good News, and not to preach
that in the terms of philosophy in which the
crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.

The word of the Lord

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year A)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus preached the Good News of the
kingdom and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 4:12-23
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to St Matthew

Hearing that John had been
arrested Jesus went back to Galilee,
and leaving Nazareth he went and
settled in Capernaum, a lakeside
town on the borders of Zebulun and
Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of
Isaiah was to be fulfilled:

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!

Way of the sea on the far side of
Jordan,

Galilee of the nations!

The people that lived in darkness
has seen a great light; on those who
dwell in the land and shadow of
death a light has dawned.

From that moment Jesus began his
preaching with the message, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand. As he was walking by the Sea
of Galilee he saw two brothers,
Simon, who was called Peter, and his
brother Andrew; they were making a
cast in the lake with their net, for
they were fishermen. And he said to
them, ‘Follow me and | will make you
fishers of men. And they left their
nets at once and followed him.

Going on from there he saw
another pair of brothers, James son
of Zebedee and his brother John;
they were in their boat with their
father Zebedee, mending their nets,
and he called them. At once, leaving
the boat and their father, they
followed him.

He went round the whole of Galilee
teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the Good News of the
kingdom and curing all kinds of
diseases and sickness among the
people. The Gospel of the Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your
faces not be abashed.

25th January 2026
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