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OPEN THE DOORS OF
/HOPE TO GRIEVING

HEARTS THIS CHRISTMAS
Bishop’s Christmas Appeal
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R F SRt — Sk o R B RS » S Scripture: Luke 23:35-43

BB AR BEGE » BRI - Observation:

S A ST In today’s gospel we see people in the crowd challenging Jesus’
RS IR B T2 E R B VB K - (HS HIVEEE EEE  divinity, even at his crucifixion, asking if He is truly our Lord and

iSRS B R O A EES (BB E T Savior, yvhy he could not save Himsel_f. Jesus gndures constant

mockering and torture throughout His crucifixion, focused on

) o fEFERE T 2 HHHE - BETEHERIEE His mission of salvation. Our attention is subsequently drawn to

A A = e En y Y6 BT 7: 4 the two criminals, which perhaps represents a dichotomy of the
T AA T EEERER, » WAT(T (FHCF 7 4 faithful and faithless (or the repentant and bad thief), where

- 17;22:6-19) %&ﬁﬁ‘ LFE Wﬂfjﬁnﬂ«ﬁgm (il one joins in the beratement, whilst the other humbly
B AR T ETA) N B8F T il - acknowledges his wrongs and expresses his fear of God. He asks

for Jesus’ remembrance and is promptly promised unity in
FALIEEEGKVEEE - Paradise immediately. | remember when | first read this as a
young child, | was surprised at the Lord’s mercy. | wondered

BIHEE 1B (A8 5] 4 i Dows thifwho had commied nulcrines was foge 5o
B~ b A chT R ) MBS 2 B (PR repentance, God’s forgiveness and most importantly, simply

NP nER_ ¢ Srh A inanf® v ) fHE - BE5E  believing.

EEMPAREZE R - fa4kin HIFHVECE - E Application:
Aef= f ) & TR 4 —
SEREZE S EEE - o] LU [E S There are two main takeaways from today’s gospel.
THI o The first is that faith can certainly be difficult in the face of
constant questioning and mockery. Just as Jesus is questioned of
his divinity, we may be questioned for our beliefs in this

Vv E Vi E 2, 4=
B3R AE (PREHTSE R R S a0 increasingly secular society, where the church’s teachings are
- B ;b%* A Fami R /»\F'Zf&&ﬁ: %4 often denied or condemned. I'm sure many of us have

7R S 525 L S ol 2 _ experienced instances where people may give some strange
L Fl e #‘AF{— i EF) CEA looks as we say grace before our meals or you may have

SR B T iR S Y HPESIRLS » $BERR T B HAFEIE debated V\gth n%n—CathoIic ac%uaintancleks regar:ing contefntiousf
s Al EL2E A 2 N £ 265 R AL srrry  topics such as abortion or euthanasia. | know that, in my fear o
& QUE%%}%@ LJ‘EDEHET{EE{Hﬁ%%DﬁZ’EEﬁ being isolated or condemned, | have avoided engaging in such
FAEER] OAF) BETEFRER - conversations at times, or have been insufficiently prepared to
defend my faith in such situations. As such, it is crucial that we

B SES (FRE2L & 7 M pcehk B o FRE A4 ek 3 ¢ are ready to defend our faiths; that we continue to strive to
%58 ( %é . P th}jf‘ﬁ ,%: F = ;\; T; learn more about our faiths in order to be witnesses of God.
) o EER AEE C —UIEMER T AE

_]:EJ@ WE%D&EHZ% iéﬁﬁ T BT ERE Y The second main takeaway !s th_e impqrtance of repentance and

the Lord’s mercy. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you
it o EMEAEBEAEHEENHES - will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” (Matthew

7:7) - rather than materialistic goods or successes, let us
continue to ask for God’s guidance and mercy, for we are
sinners - and God will answer as we’ve seen today. Jesus loves
nemmamsssmsmsaEsssEsssssssssssssssssssssassssnsssassnsnsssansnanae US SO iMMensely that He died on the cross for our salvation, and

ﬁﬁ ‘; > = in His life Jgsu_s t.each.es us to love and to _be f_ree. from fear.

Through this, it is reinforced that Jesus’ kinship is far from
S - . saa -2 = control, power and luxury but rather His desire for compassion
R ﬁ*”‘;ﬁ%z"‘ m&—s— e ,rv B9 and communion in the Kingdom of God. And | think that is
Y. E BR ) ¥ S 30 1P &4 f. 4 C reason enough that we should continue to celebrate Christ in
* %E’ ’Tﬁ" ' 5; 'r €72 L ‘f ,E our lives and imitate him and his love in our daily lives.
A AN :’ R PER NG ERAP
- 3¢ 2y 4k Prayer:
"H-z" % ﬁ] m ° : Dear Lord, thank you for always remembering us and for your
ﬁz,:\ e Fd -ﬁ, ﬁ L 2 ;f‘ ’ ;é M l]" '?‘ 4 7 : great mercy. In periods of darkness and adversities please guide
us in remembering Your love just as you remember each and
Wy PGS 2w o REETEARS 2

everyone one of our needs. | pray that we continue to strive

R B4 =y - 4} 48 1 = towards imitating Jesus’ love in our lives and may the Holy Spirit
R }5?:?‘73 @ 9 *' d P\ ™ e rd 'ﬁ = strengthen us, and provide us with wisdom and a helmet of
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Youth Announcements

St Monica’s Youth Group

Youth Group will continue each week in the community
room, starting at 10:30AM! If you’re year 6 and up,
come hang out for some games, make new friends and
learn about God together! If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact one of our leaders
Raphael Cheung (0420947 121).
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DMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to
receive power and divinity, and wisdom and
strength and honour. To him belong glory
and power for ever and ever.

FIRST READING 2 SAMUEL 5:1-3

All the tribes of Israel came to David
at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are
your own flesh and blood. In days past
when Saul was our king, it was you
who led Israel in all their exploits; and
the Lord said to you, “You are the man
who shall be shepherd of my people
Israel, you shall be the leader of
Israel.”” So all the elders of Israel came
to the king at Hebron, and King David
made a pact with them at Hebron in
the presence of the Lord, and they

anointed David king of Israel.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 121

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house

of the Lord.

1. | rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.” And
now our feet are standing within
your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)

2. Jerusalem is built as a city strongly
compact. It is there that the tribes
go up, the tribes of the Lord. (R.)

3. Forlsrael’s law it is, there to praise
the Lord’s name. There were set
the thrones of judgement of the
house of David. (R.)

SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 1:12-20

We give thanks to the Father who
has made it possible for you to join
;chﬁ saints and with them to inherit the
ight.

Because that is what he has done:
he has taken us out of the power of
darkness and created a place for us in
the kingdom of the Son that he loves,
and in him, we gain our freedom, the
forgiveness of our sins.

He is the image of the unseen God
and the first-born of all creation, for in
him were created all things in heaven
and on earth: everything visible and
everything invisible, Thrones,
Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers —
all things were created through him
and for him. Before anything was
created, he existed, and he holds all
things in unity.

Now the Church is his body, he is its
head. As he is the Beginning, he was
first to be born from the dead, so that
he should be first in every way;
because God wanted all perfection to

North Parramatta

be found in him and all things to be
reconciled through him and for him,
everything in heaven and everything
on earth, when he made peace by his

death on the cross.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the
kingdom of David our Father; blessed
is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 23:35-43

The people stayed there before
the cross watching Jesus. As for
the leaders, they jeered at him.
‘He saved others,” they said, ‘let
him save himself if he is the
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’
The soldiers mocked him too,
and when they approached to
offer him vinegar they said, ‘If
you are the king of the Jews,
save yourself.” Above him there
was an inscription: ‘This is the
King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals hanging
there abused him. ‘Are you not
the Christ?” he said. ‘Save
yourself and us as well.” But the
other spoke up and rebuked him.
‘Have you no fear of God at all?’
he said. ‘You got the same
sentence as he did, but in our
case we deserved it: we are
paying for what we did. But this
man has done nothing wrong.
Jesus,” he said, ‘remember me
when you come into your
kingdom.” ‘Indeed, | promise
you,” he replied, ‘today you will

be with me in paradise.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord sits as King for ever. The
Lord will bless his people with peace.

St. Monica's Parish

23rd November 2025
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