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YOUTH CORNER
Scripture: John 3:13-17

Observation: In today's Gospel reading we are invited by
Jesus to reflect upon the purpose of his incarnation on Earth.
The Gospel reminds us that God did not have to send his only
son down to Earth to die. He did so because he loved us so
much that we wished for us to be saved so that we may enjoy
heaven in Communion with him. The Gospel alludes to a story
in Exodus where the Israelites are punished by God for their
disobedience, and God tells Moses that if any Israelite wishes
to be saved they must look upon his staff with a snake on top.
There are clear parallels with this Old Testament story and
Jesus, we are condemned as the Israelites were because of
our sin, and the only way out of that is through Jesus. In a
similar way to how the Israelites could not simply kill the
snakes, for us to be delivered from sin we must look to the
radical love of Jesus, who died on the cross for us.

Application: A common objection to the belief in Catholicism
by many atheists is the notion that - why can’'t we just be
“good people”, why do we need God and why do we need to
worship Jesus at mass. This Gospel answers this for us, it
reveals that it is impossible for us to truly be good and sinless
as Jesus has been. It sounds harsh but the truth is that
because of original sin we don’t deserve to go to heaven,
because heaven is perfect, but we are so clearly not. But it is
the radical loving sacrifice of Jesus which allows us to enter
the kingdom of God, it is through him and only him that we
can attain salvation. That is why we must pray, that is why we
must have faith because it is through prayer and faith that we
can form a relationship with God. That is not to say that we
should reject good works as Catholics, part of a true faith in
Jesus is good works. But we cannot remove Jesus and his
sacrifice if we want to obtain eternal life, if we want to build a
relationship with God so that we can spend eternity with him.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, | thank you for even though | am a
sinner, you sent your only son down to Earth for us so that we
may be exalted and enter into your love. May we work
tirelessly to love you as you love us, and | pray that should |
fall, your love would carry me into the light of your mercy and
forgiveness. Amen

BAKE SALE on 21st Sgptember 2025
7 members of our Youth Group will join ‘rhe
Australian Catholic Youth Festival at

Melbourne in November. The Youth
Group will hold a BAKE SALE on 21st eSi/”
: September after the 9am & 11:30am

: Masses, to raise funds to support the

Eyou‘rhs on this pilgrimage. Please come

and show your kind support!

Youth Announcements
HSC blessings - 28™ September 2025

:| If you are sitting HSC this year and would like to receive
:| HSC blessing, please get in touch with Cheryl on 0432

205 327 so that we can inform Fr Lam. It will be during
the Masses on September 28th.

:| St Monica’s Got Talent - 15th November 2025

| Yes! After last year’s success, we will once again host
:| St Monica’s Got Talent to fundraise for the upkeep of our
:| parish and church bulldlng This year’s event will be held
on November 15™. If you are interested in performing,
:| please contact Raphael on 0420 947 121. Any acts are

:| welcome, especially non-musical acts as we only had

musical acts last year!
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CATHO!

Entrance Antiphon

We should glory in the Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life
and resurrection, through whom we are
saved and delivered.

First Reading Numbers 21:4-9

On the way through the wilderness,
the Israelites lost patience. They spoke
against God and against Moses, ‘Why did
you bring us out of Egypt to die in this
wilderness? For there is neither bread
nor water here; we are sick of this
unsatisfying food.’

At this God sent fiery serpents among
the people; their bite brought death to
many in Israel. The people came and said
to Moses, ‘We have sinned by speaking
against the Lord and against you.
Intercede for us with the Lord to save us
from these serpents.” Moses interceded
for the people, and the Lord answered
him, ‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on
a standard. If anyone is bitten and looks
at it, he shall live.” So Moses fashioned a
bronze serpent which he put on a
standard, and if anyone was bitten by a
serpent, he looked at the bronze serpent
a nd Iived . The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm rs77

(R) Do not forget the works of the Lord!
Give heed, my people, to my
teaching; turn your ear to the words
of my mouth. | will open my mouth
in a parable and reveal hidden
lessons of the past. (R.)

2. When he slew them then they would
seek him, return and seek him in
earnest. They would remember that
God was their rock, God the Most
High their redeemer. (R.)

3. But the words they spoke were mere
flattery; they lied to him with their
lips. For their hearts were not truly
with him; they were not faithful to
his covenant. (R.)

4. Yet he who is full of compassion
forgave their sin and spared them.
So often he held back his anger when
he might have stirred up his rage.

(R.)

Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11

The state of Jesus was divine, yet he
did not cling to his equality with God but
emptied himself to assume the condition
of a slave, and became as men are; and
being as all men are, he was humbler
yet, even to accepting death, death on a
cross. But God raised him high and gave
him the name which is above all other
names so that all beings in the heavens,
on earth and in the underworld, should
bend the knee at the name of Jesus and
that every tongue should acclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. The word of the Lord

North Parramatta

ST MONICAS The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise
you, because by your cross you have
redeemed the world.

Alleluia!

Gospel JOHN 18:15-20

Jesus said to Nicodemus:

‘No one has gone up to
heaven except the one who
came down from heaven, the
Son of Man who is in heaven;
and the Son of Man must be
lifted up as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the desert, so that
everyone who believes may
have eternal life in him. Yes,
God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in
him may not be lost but may
have eternal life. For God sent
his Son into the world not to
condemn the world, but so that
through him the world might be
saved.’
Communion Antiphon

When | am lifted up from the earth, I will
draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord

JOIN OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

A Call to Prayer, Service and Generosity

Your support helps our parish grow
and flourish, ensuring our faith
community remains strong for

years to come.
Every gift is a blessing.
Thank you!

STEWARDSHIP

1)

St. Monica's Parish

14th September 2025
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