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YOUTH CORNER
Scripture - Luke 14:1, 7-14

Observation:

In today’s gospel, we read that Jesus is invited to eat dinner at a
well-known Pharisee’s house as an act to keep track of Jesus’
whereabouts carefully. And as Jesus observes the various guests at
the dinner, he sees the prideful actions that many take by placing
themselves at seats of importance. Jesus then proceeds to humble
these people who seat themselves at the highest power, not as an act
of berating but to teach humility to them, stating that “For all those
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.” He tells a parable advising them not to
take the highest seat, because someone more important might arrive,
and you could be embarrassed. Instead, take a lower place, so the
host mi]%ht honor you by inviting you to move up. Jesus then speaks
to his host about whom to invite to meals. He advises against
inviting only friends, relatives, or wealthy neiﬁhbors, people who
can reciprocate that same kindness because that leads to mutual
repayment rather than genuine generosity. Instead, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind, any who cannot repay you because
doing so aligns with God’s values, and you will be “repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.” indiciating repayment in heaven.

Application:

Can we be as humble as Jesus says? Are we as modest as we say? If
we keep ourselves in check we can follow the principle of humility
and modesty that Jesus teaches, that those who humble themselves
will be exalted, and those who exalt themselves will be humbled.
Jesus often emphasises that if you show off your actions and
kindness your actions aren't pure, while your intent it there the end
goal to prove yourself damages the meanings of your actions. God
doesn’t ask for a big show, for us to attract attention to an action of
kindness, but instead he will see the little things, the small kind
things that you do. This idea of showing off can be viewed as true
generosity; beinE selfless extends to those in need, not just those
who can return the favour. Choosing who to show kindness to again
muddies the true intent behind the action. Actions such as helping
without expecting something back, providing hospitality to those
overlooked, charitable giving, and everyday kindness

Prayer:

We thank You for the words of Jesus that remind us of the beauty of
humility and the power of generosity. Help us to live with a humble
heart, not seeking recognition or honour, but choosing to serve
others quietly and faithfully. When we are tempted to put ourselves
first, remind us that true greatness is found in lowering ourselves
and lifting others. Teach us to give with open hands and open
hearts, not only to those who can repay us, but especially to those in
need, the poor, the lonely, the sick, and the forgotten. May our
kindness reflect Your love, and may we find joy in blessing others
without expecting anything in return. Guide us to live each day with
humility and self%ess generosity, so that we may be counted amon,
%16 righteous at the resurrection. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

men

:| HSC blessing, please get in touch with Cheryl on 0432

:| Any acts are welcome, especially non-musical acts as we
;| only had musical acts last year!

Youth Announcements

HSC blessings - 28" September 2025
If you are sitting HSC this year and would like to receive

205 327 so that we can inform Fr Lam. It will be during
the Masses on September 28th.

St Monica’s Got Talent 2025

Yes! After last year’s success, we will once again host
St Monica’s Got Talent to fundraise for the upkeep of
our parish and church building. This year’s event will be
held on November 15" If you are interested in
performing, please contact Raphael on 0420 947 121.




STMONICAS The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - vearc

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all
the day long. O Lord, you are good and
forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you.

FIRST READING ECCLESIASTICUS 3:17-20, 28-29
My son, be gentle in carrying out your
business, and you will be better loved
than a lavish giver. The greater you are,
the more you should behave humbly,
and then you will find favour with the
Lord; for great though the power of the
Lord is, he accepts the homage of the
humble. There is no cure for the proud
man’s malady, since an evil growth has
taken root in him. The heart of a sensible
man will reflect on parables, an attentive

ear is the sage’s dream.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ps67

(R.) God, in your goodness, you have

made a home for the poor.

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence
of God, they shall exult and dance for
joy. O sing to the Lord, make music
to his name; rejoice in the Lord, exult
at his presence. (R.)

2. Father of the orphan, defender of
the widow, such is God in his holy
place. God gives the lonely a home to
live in; he leads the prisoners forth
into freedom. (R.)

3. You poured down, O God, a
generous rain: when your people
were starved you gave them new
life. It was there that your people
found a home, prepared in your
goodness, O God, for the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING HEBREWS 12:18-19, 22-24
What you have come to is nothing
known to the senses: not a blazing fire,
or a gloom turning to total darkness, or a
storm; or trumpeting thunder or the
great voice speaking which made
everyone that heard it beg that no more
should be said to them. But what you
have come to is Mount Zion and the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem
where the millions of angels have
gathered for the festival, with the whole
Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born
son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have
come to God himself, the supreme
Judge, and been placed with spirits of
the saints who have been made perfect;
and to Jesus, the mediator who brings a

new covenant.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Take my yoke upon you; learn from me,
for | am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

GOSPEL LUKE 14:1, 7-14

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone
for a meal to the house of one of
the leading Pharisees; and they
watched him closely. He then told
the guests a parable, because he
had noticed how they picked the
places of honour. He said this,
‘When someone invites you to a
wedding feast, do not take your
seat in the place of honour. A
more distinguished person than
you may have been invited, and
the person who invited you both
may come and say, “Give up your
place to this man.” And then, to
your embarrassment, you would
have to go and take the lowest
place. No; when you are a guest,
make your way to the lowest place
and sit there, so that, when your
host comes, he may say, “My
friend, move up higher.” In that
way, everyone with you at the
table will see you honoured. For
everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and the man who
humbles himself will be exalted.

Then he said to his host, ‘When
you give a lunch or a dinner, do
not ask your friends, brothers,
relations or rich neighbours, for
fear they repay your courtesy by
inviting you in return. No; when
you have a party, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind;
that they cannot pay you back
means that you are fortunate,
because repayment will be made
to you when the virtuous rise
again.

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

How great is the goodness, Lord, that you
keep for those who fear you.

wine to cheer the heart.
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