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YOUTH CORNER

Scripture:
Matthew 16:13-19

Observation

Today’s Gospel recounts a hugely significant event in the
foundation and creation of the Catholic Church. Peter, first,
declares outright that Jesus is the Messiah and then Jesus gives
Peter the authority of the Church and declares Peter to be the first
Pope. Understanding today’s Gospel is very important to
understanding why we need a Church in the first place. Today’s
Gospel shows us that Peter, as the pope, was given divine
authority by Jesus. The name “Peter” which Jesus assigns to
“Simon son of Jonah” means stone, or rock in Hebrew. So when
Jesus goes on to state that he will build his Church on “this rock”
he is referring to Peter. In essence Jesus is stating that the Church
is built upon the Pope. That the Pope has the responsibility to be
the bedrock of the Church and guide people towards the kingdom
of heaven. As the rock on which the Church is built upon Peter is
Jesus’ representative on Earth.

Application

A false belief which many hold about the Catholic faith is that
Catholicism follows more closely the teachings of the Pope and of
the magisterium (The magisterium refers to the teachings and
interpretations of the Bible and theology by the Church authority
i.e. the Pope and his Bishops) over the teachings of the Bible. But
it is clear in this reading that what is communicated by the Pope
and the Church is the teachings of God. The Catholic Church is
given explicit authority from Jesus to interpret and communicate
the Good News to the world. That is why Jesus tells Peter that
what he binds on Earth will be bound in heaven. It is important
for us to remember this when we come across something in
theology which we don’t understand. I certainly recall instances
in which something I read in the Bible didn’t make sense to me.
The important part is to understand that since the Catholic Church
has authority given by Jesus, we can turn to the Church for
answers. Many protestant denominations do not have this, which
is why there is often much disagreement between denominations
about the “true interpretation”. So if you do have questions ask a
Priest, or you can search it up on the Catholic Catechism, which is
an official Church document which details almost every position
: that the Catholic Church holds. Jesus ascended into heaven but he
: left behind a beautiful institution which allows us to continue to
: learn and grow in our relationship with him.

Prayer
: Jesus, I thank you for leaving us with the Church to guide us on

our journey to salvation. Although we can be deceived, misguided
or be blinded from your truth, you remind us that you left behind
a guiding light for us in the form of your Church. Grant me the
strength and humility to seek Wisdom from you and I pray that
more may learn to find you and grow a strong bond with you.

Youth Announcements !

Youth Camp 8th to 11th July 2025 with Simon Carrington
This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon
Carrington as a guest speaker at our youth camp! Simon is
the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-known
speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and
masculinity. Please contact Cheryl (0481 507 169) or Brian
(0491 138 451) for more details and application forms.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

These are the ones who, living in the flesh,
planted the Church with their blood; they drank
the chalice of the Lord and became the friends of
God.

FIRST READING Act 12:1-11

King Herod started persecuting certain
members of the Church. He beheaded James
the brother of John, and when he saw that
this pleased the Jews he decided to arrest
Peter as well. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in
prison, assigning four squads of four soldiers
each to guard him in turns. Herod meant to
try Peter in public after the end of Passover
week. All the time Peter was under guard the
Church prayed to God for him unremittingly.

On the night before Herod was to try him,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
fastened with double chains, while guards
kept watch at the main entrance to the
prison. Then suddenly the angel of the Lord
stood there, and the cell was filled with light.
He tapped Peter on the side and woke him.
‘Get up!” he said ‘Hurry!” —and the chains fell
from his hands. The angel then said, ‘Put on
your belt and sandals.” After he had done
this, the angel next said, ‘Wrap your cloak
round you and follow me.” Peter followed
him, but had no idea that what the angel did
was all happening in reality; he thought he
was seeing a vision. They passed through
two guard posts one after the other, and
reached the iron gate leading to the city. This
opened of its own accord; they went through
it and had walked the whole length of one
street when suddenly the angel left him. It
was only then that Peter came to himself.
‘Now | know it is all true,” he said. ‘The Lord
really did send his angel and has saved me
from Herod and from all that the Jewish
people were so certain would happen to
me.”  The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 33

(R.) The Lord set me free from all my

fears.

1. I will bless the Lord at all times his praise
always on my lips; in the Lord my soul
shall make its boast. The humble shall
hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us
praise his name. | sought the Lord and he
answered me; from all my terrors he set
me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant; let
your faces not be abashed. This poor
man called; the Lord heard him and
rescued his from all his distress. (R.)

4. The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who revere him, to rescue
them. Taste and see that the Lord is
good. He is happy who seeks refuge in
him. (R.)

SECOND READING 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8, 17-18
My life is already being poured away as a
libation, and the time has come for me to be
gone. | have fought the good fight to the
end; | have run the race to the finish; | have
kept the faith; all there is to come now is the
crown of righteousness reserved for me,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give

North Parramatta

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles

to me on that Day; and not only to me but to

all those who have longed for his Appearing.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, the rock on which | will build
my Church; the gates of hell will not hold out
against it. Alleluia!
GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:13-19
When Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi he put this question
to his disciples, ‘Who do people say
the Son of Man is?” And they said,
‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” ‘But you,” he
said, ‘who do you say | am?’ Then
Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the
Christ,” he said, ‘the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, ‘Simon son
of Jonah, you are a happy man!
Because it was not flesh and blood
that revealed this to you but my
Father in heaven. So | now say to
you: You are Peter and on this rock |
will build my Church. And the gates
of the underworld can never hold out
against it. | will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven: whatever
you bind on earth shall be considered
bound in heaven; whatever you loose
on earth shall be considered loosed
in heaven.’ The Gospel of the Lord
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of

the living God. And Jesus replied: You are Peter,
and upon this rock | will build my Church.

JOIN OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

Your support helps our parish grow
and flourish, ensuring our faith
community remains strong for

years to come.
QUEES Every gift is a blessing.
STEWARDSHIP. Thank you!
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