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= JOIN OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

A Call to Prayer, Service and Generosity

Your support helps our parish grow
and flourish, ensuring our faith
community remains strong for

years to come.
Every gift is a blessing.

OUR PARISH
STEWARDSHIP Thank you!

JOIN HERE

@

Praying
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Scripture: John 16:12-15

Observation: In this gospel passage. Jesus speaks of the Holy
Spirit, and in doing so. he also reveals a bit more about the
Holy Trinity to his disciples. and to us. Throughout the Gospel
of John, we are shown aspects of the Holy Spirit. When John
baptised Jesus, the Spirit descended, confirming his identity as
the Scon of God and demonstrating the truth of his mission
(1:32-34). Further on Jesus explains that only those bom of
water and the Spirit can enter the kingdom of God (3:5). Now.
however, Jesus explains the relation of the Spirit to himself,
and why this is so important. He tells his disciples that the
Spirit will give them the truth. and that this truth will come
directly from what Jesus gives to the Spirit. If the Father
speaks through the Son. and the Son now speaks through the
Spirit, then the only way we can ever fully understand what
Jesus needs to say is by accepting the Spirit. Though this is not
something that is possible straight away — Jesus himself states
it is “‘more than you can now bear’ — it is the only way for us.

Application: As Catholics. we seek to enter a complete union
with God. We strive towards it in everything we do, whether it
be attending Mass, praying. or simply being kind to those
around us. But as Jesus says. the only way to understand the
truth is through the Holy Spirit. But what exactly does this
mean? How does the Holy Spirit guide us towards the truth?
As Thomas Aquinas explains. we are given seven gifts by the
Holy Spirit (if you want a full explanation. look to the Swumima
Theologica). These gifts — wisdom. understanding, counsel,
fortitude. knowledge, piety and fear of God — allow us to more
readily understand the word of God and thus help us prepare
for Heaven and for a union with God. It is important to note,
however. that these gifts will go to waste if not acted upon.
Things like prayer. theological study and charity, amongst
other things. help us to fully make use of them and in doing so.
we allow ourselves to grow closer to the truth Jesus mentions.
Even if we, like the disciples. cannot bear it at first, by making
use of these gifts, we can eventually make ourselves capable
enough to do so. To put things simply, the more we engage
with the word of God. and the more we act out our faith. the
easier it becomes for us to understand where this faith is
leading us. Like studying is for academia, it is the only way for
us to truly grow.

Prayer: Dear God. You always give me infinite love and
endless grace. Everything I have, I have received from You.
: Please allow me to use the gifts given to me by the Holy Spirit
5 to glorify Your name and bear witness to Your Love. I pray that
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: who need it and continue to proclaim Your gospel Amen.

Youth Announcements !
° Youth Camp 8th to 11th July 2025
with Simon Carrington

This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon
Carrington as a guest speaker at our youth camp! Simon is
the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-known
speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and
masculinity. Please contact Cheryl (0481 507 169) or Brian
5 (0491 138 451) for more details and application forms.




North Parramatta

ST MONICAS The Most Holy Trinity (Year C)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Blest be God the Father, and the Only
Begotten Son of God, and also the Holy
Spirit, for he has shown us his merciful love.

FIRST READING  Proverss 8: 22-31

The Wisdom of God cries aloud:
The Lord created me when his
purpose first unfolded, before the
oldest of his works. From everlasting |
was firmly set, from the beginning,
before earth came into being. The
deep was not, when | was born, there
were no springs to gush with water.
Before the mountains were settled,
before the hills, | came to birth;
before he made the earth, the
countryside, or the first grains of the
world's dust. When he fixed the
heavens firm, | was there, when he
drew a ring on the surface of the
deep, when he thickened the clouds
above, when he fixed fast the springs
of the deep, when he assigned the
sea its boundaries — and the waters
will not invade the shore — when he
laid down the foundations of the
earth, | was by his side, a master
craftsman, delighting him day after
day, ever at play in his presence, at
play everywhere in his world,
delighting to be with the sons of
MeN. The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PsaLM P8

(R) O Lord, our God, how wonderful

your name in all the earth!

1. When | see the heavens, the work
of your hands, the moon and the
stars which you arranged, what is
man that you should keep him in
mind, mortal man that you care
for him? (R)

2. Yet you have made him little less
than a god; with glory and honour
you crowned him, gave him
power over the works of your
hl?nd, put all things under his feet.

3. All of them, sheep and cattle, yes,
even the savage beasts, birds of
the air, and fish that make their
way through the waters.(R)

SECOND READING ROMANS 5:1-5
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by
faith we are judged righteous and at
peace with God, since it is by faith
and through Jesus that we have
entered this state of grace in which
we can boast about looking forward
to God’s glory. But that is not all we

cah boast about; we can boast about
our sufferings. These sufferings bring
patience, as we know, and patience
brings perseverance, and
perseverance brings hope, and this
hope is not deceptive, because the
love of God has been poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit which has
been given us. The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!l

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: to God who is, who was,
and who is to come.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL JOHN 16:12-15
Jesus said to his disciples:
still have many things to say to
you but they would be too
much for you now. But when
the Spirit of truth comes he will
lead you to the complete truth,
since he will not be speaking as
from himself but will say only "
what he has learnt; and he will
tell you of the things to come.
He will glorify me, since all he
tells you will be taken from
what is mine. Everything the
Father has is mine; that is why |
said: All he tells you will be

taken from what is mine.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Since you are children of God, God has sent
into your hearts the Spirit of his Son, the
Spirit who cries out: Abba, Father.

{
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