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Scripture: John 20:19-31

Observations:

In this passage, Jesus makes an appearance to the disciples
twice with a week gap; first being on Easter and the second 8
days later. The Gospel follows with the gathering of disciples, in
which have shown us the different kinds of faith, varying
between mediums and intensities to each individual. Some
disciples believed upon seeing the empty tomb, while others
believed after the first appearance of Jesus. However, Thomas
needed to touch Jesus’ wounds to restore his true belief;
highlighting how each and every one of us differ in needs and
routes of our faith

Application:

In focus, Thomas’ route in faith has shown us how he believed,
got lost in path, and returned to greater faith after confirming
that the risen Lord had returned personally. However, we do
not get the experience to see or touch resurrected Jesus, but
we do have our individual ways to connect to God’s spiritual
presence within our lives; whether it stems from our joys and
struggles that we continue to experience every day. “Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” With
these words, we’re reminded that even when we can’t see
clearly, we can still trust that God is present.

Prayer:

Dear Lord, Thank You for entering our lives, no matter our
circumstances. Like Thomas, we may struggle to believe without
signs, but we trust that Your Spirit is always with us. Though we
cannot see or touch the risen Jesus, we know You are present in
both our joys and struggles. Strengthen our faith and help us to
believe through trust. Amen
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Youth Announcements &
Youth Camp 2025 with Simon Carrington
This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon Carrington as a guest speaker
at our youth camp! Simon is the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-
known speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and masculinity. He will
be hosting an information session on 4t May at 2pm at St Monica’s to provide
more details of our upcoming camp. This is a unique opportunity to learn from
an expert in the field, and it will be open to everyone in the congregation. The
session is especially targeted for parents, so we invite ALL parents to come
along to the information session.
Goondee Nursing Home visits (27/04/25)
This month, we are going back to Goondee Nursing Home again to sing for the
residents at the aged care home as part of our ongoing community service.
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025
Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in Melbourne this year
from 30/11 — 2/12. We're looking to take a group of St Monica’s youths down to
Melbourne and are now taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and
over. We will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28™ November and return
on the 4™ December. The estimated cost at this early stage is $2000 total.
Please contact Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for more information.
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Entrance Antiphon

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure,
spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation,
alleluia.

FIRST READING ACTs 5:12-16
The faithful all used to meet by common
consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one else
ever dared to join them, but the people were
loud in their praise and the numbers of men
and women who came to believe in the Lord
increased steadily. So many signs and wonders
were worked among the people at the hands of
the apostles that the sick were even taken out
into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping-
mats in the hope that at least the shadow of
Peter might fall across some of them as he
went past. People even came crowding in from
the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with
them their sick and those tormented by
unclean spirits, and all of them were cured.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 117

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is

everlasting.

1. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no
end.’ (R.)

2. The stone which the builders rejected has
become the corner stone. This is the work of the
Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was made by
the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

3. O Lord, grant us salvation; O Lord grant success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who
comes. We bless you from the house of the
Lord; the true God is our light. (R.)

SECOND READING APOCALYPSE 1:9-13,17-19

My name is John, and through our union in
Jesus | am vyour brother and share your
sufferings, your kingdom, and all you endure. |
was on the island of Patmos for having
preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus;
it was the Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed
me, and | heard a voice behind me, shouting
like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a
book.” | turned round to see who had spoken to
me, and when | turned | saw seven golden lamp
-stands and, surrounded by them, a figure like a
Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the
waist with a golden girdle.

When | saw him, | fell in a dead faint at his
feet, but he touched me with his right hand and
said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and the
Last; | am the Living One. | was dead and now |
am to live for ever and ever, and | hold the keys
of death and of the underworld. Now write
down all that you see of present happenings
and things that are still to come.’

The word of the Lord

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice
and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and
Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father
reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely
ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the
way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; | saw Christ’s
glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-
clothes resting.

Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you
into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we
know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have
seen me; happy those who have not seen me,

but still believe!
Alleluia!
GOSPEL JOHN 20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first
day of the week, the doors were closed in
the room where the disciples were, for fear
of the Jews.

Jesus came and stood among them. He
said to them, ‘Peace be with you,” and
showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they
saw the Lord, and he said to them again,
‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me, so am | sending
you.” After saying this he breathed on them
and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are
retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of
the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. When the disciples said, ‘We have
seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless | see
the holes that the nails made in his hands
and can put my finger into the holes they
made, and unless | can put my hand into
his side, | refuse to believe.’

Eight days later the disciples were in the
house again and Thomas was with them.
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in
and stood among them. ‘Peace be with
you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas,
‘Put your finger here; look, here are my
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my
side. Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas
replied, ‘My Lord and my God!” Jesus said
to him:

‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and
yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they are
not recorded in this book. These are
recorded so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing this you may have life through his
name.

The Gospel of the Lord
Communion Antiphon

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and
do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.
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