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Scripture: Luke 22:14-23:56

Observation: It is that time of the year again when we reflect on the many important
events throughout Jesus’ Passion, and this year, we hear them from Luke’s perspective.
Today’s Gospel opens with Jesus’ Last Supper with his apostles, during which he
shares bread and wine with them and identifies these as his own body and blood. After
this, Jesus reminds them what it truly means to be among the greatest of all humans—to
serve others with love, just as he did throughout his life. However, the disciples quickly
fall short of this by sleeping through his agony in the garden, with one of them even
denying any association with Jesus, despite swearing he would never abandon him.
Even though Jesus had done nothing wrong, Pilate sentences him to death at the
discretion of a large crowd who would rather have Barabbas—a murderer—released
instead. Jesus is then forced to carry a large, heavy cross, on which he is eventually
nailed, all while being mocked and abused. Even in his darkest hour, Jesus continues to
show mercy to those around him, including the soldiers who carried out his agonising
crucifixion. It was only after Jesus’ death that all those watching—those who had
mocked and hurt him—realised the truth: that he was innocent, and that he was God.

Application: One event in Jesus’ Passion that always stands out to me is when
Barabbas, a man who committed the worst of all crimes, was released instead of Jesus,
who never did any wrong. It seemed absolutely unfair and nonsensical. However, it turns
out that, in a way, we are all like Barabbas. You may think, “Hang on, I'm not a murderer
or a rebel!” But through our sins, we have all rebelled against what God wants from us
and have also harmed our fellow human beings. Every time we raged, lied, cheated,
envied, or refused to do our work, we damaged our relationship with God and deserved
to be cut off from him forever. Another sin we may find ourselves committing is hiding
our Christianity, or even pretending that we aren’t religious, in order to conform to
modern society. This is much like what Peter did, as well as the crowd who demanded
Jesus be crucified—even though they had joyfully welcomed him into the city just a few
days earlier. But Jesus loved us all so much that he willingly gave up his own life in the
most painful way possible to give us the opportunity to spend eternity in heaven with
him. Genuine love requires sacrifice, and so it only makes sense that the greatest act of
love of all time required the greatest sacrifice of all time, as we witnessed in today’s
Gospel. And it is that same sacrifice that we become part of today at Mass. When Jesus
called the bread and wine that he shared with his disciples his “body” and “blood,” he
really meant it—because what he was doing was instituting the sacrament of the
Eucharist. This allowed his disciples to spread the practice, so that all people, in every
country on Earth, could access Jesus’ incredible sacrifice that we read about today and
be united with God forever. Therefore, even though this part of today’s Gospel is
commonly referred to as The Last Supper, you could also say that it was the first ever
Catholic Mass. And so today, when we all get down on our knees and Father holds up
the body and blood of Jesus for us all to see, | encourage you to reflect on the
unimaginable pain and suffering he endured because of how deeply he loves you—and
how much he desires for you to be forever united with him.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, | have constantly sinned against others and against you, and | know
| do not deserve to be forgiven. But through your endless love and grace, you sacrificed
your own life so that | don’t have to be eternally punished, and | am forever thankful for
what you did for me. For all my sins, | am truly sorry, and from now on, | will try my best
to live the holy life you intended for me and to serve others just as you did. Amen.

‘.
Youth Announcements \&T

Youth Camp 2025 with Simon Carrington

This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon Carrington as a guest speaker at our
youth camp! Simon is the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-known speaker on
chastity, dating, theology of the body and masculinity. He will be hosting an information
session on 4th May at 2pm at St Monica’s to provide more details of our upcoming camp.
This is a unique opportunity to learn from an expert in the field, and it will be open to
everyone in the congregation. The session is especially targeted for parents, so we invite
ALL parents to come along to the information session.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in Melbourne this year from 30/11
- 2/12. We're looking to take a group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne and are now
taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We will be aiming to travel to
depart Sydney on 28th November and return on the 4th December. The estimated cost at
this early stage is $2500-$3000 total. Please contact Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for more
information.

Goondee Nursing Home visits (27/04/25)

This month, we are going back to Goondee Nursing Home again to sing for the residents at
the aged care home as part of our ongoing community service. You don’t need to be a
singer, all you need to do is come along with a serving heart! If you want to come along,
please contact Brain Wong (0491 138 451) by 19th April as we need to confirm the
numbers.
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STMONICAS Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

ENTRANCE GOSPEL Luke 19:28-40
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

Jesus went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem. When he drew near to
Bethphage and Bethany at the place
called the mount that is called Olivet,
he sent two of the disciples, saying,
‘Go into the village opposite, whereon
entering you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever yet sat; untie it
and bring it here. If anyone asks you,
“Why are you untying it?” you shall say
this, “The Lord has need of it”’. So
those who were sent went away and
found it as he had told them. And as
they were untying the colt, its owners
said to them, ‘Why are you untying the
colt?” And they said, ‘The Lord has
need of it". And they brought it to
Jesus, and throwing their garments on
the colt they set Jesus upon it. And as
he rode along, they spread their
garments on the road. As he was now
drawing near, at the descent of the
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude
of the disciples began to rejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen,
saying, ‘Blessed is the King who comes
in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” And
some of the Pharisees in the multitude
said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your
disciples’. He answered, ‘I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones
would cry out’.

The Gospel of the Lord

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord has given me a disciple’s
tongue. So that | may know how to
reply to the wearied he provides me
with speech. Each morning he wakes
me to hear, to listen like a disciple.
The Lord has opened my ear. For my
part, | made no resistance, neither did
| turn away. | offered my back to those
who struck me, my cheeks to those
who tore at my beard; | did not cover
my face against insult and spittle. The
Lord comes to my help, so that | am
untouched by the insults. So, too, | set
my face like flint; | know | shall not be
shamed.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 21

R: My God, my God, why have you
abandoned me?

1. All who see me deride me. They
curl their lips, they toss their
heads. ‘He trusted in the Lord, let

him save him; let him release him
if this is his friend.” (R.)

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and
my feet. | can count every one of
my bones. (R.)

3. They divide my clothing among
them. They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone, my
strength, make haste to help me!
(R.)

4. | will tell of your name to my
brethren and praise you where
they are assembled. ‘You who fear
the Lord give him praise; all sons
of Jacob, give him glory. Revere
him, Israel’s sons.” (R.)

SECOND READING Philippians 2:6-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus
did not cling to his equality with God
but emptied himself to assume the
condition of a slave, and became as
men are, and being as all men are, he
was humbler yet, even to accepting
death, death on a cross.

But God raised him high and gave him
the name which is above all other
names so that all beings in the
heavens, on earth and in the
underworld, should bend the knee at
the name of Jesus and that every
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!

Christ became obedient for us even to
death dying on the cross. Therefore
God raised him on high and gave him a
name above all other names.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory!

GOSPEL Luke 22:14 - 23:56
The Passion of Jesus according to Luke
Please refer to the Power Point on the screen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Father, if this chalice cannot pass
without my drinking it, your will be
done.

St. Monica's Parish

13th April 2025
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