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Scripture: John 8: 1-11

Observation:

In this week’s gospel, we again see the awesome grace of
Jesus but also the importance of self-awareness,
examination of conscience and confession. We see that the
scribes and Pharisees attempted to catch Jesus in a trap so
they can lay some charges against Jesus. They brought a
woman who was accused of adultery to Jesus. Now it does
not actually say whether this was factual or just all
accusations in the scripture but nonetheless, Jesus “reverse-
UNO’ed” them and asked whoever is without sin to throw
the first stone. One-by-one, they all left, and in the end,
Jesus is the last one left standing. The obvious message here
is that none of us are without sin and thus we are not to start
condemning others for their sins as this is God’s power.
However, the other significant detail here is that Jesus is the
only one left standing at the end, he is the only one without
sin, the one true judge, yet he sets her free and tells her to
not sin again. This is Jesus defeating sin and death for us.

Application:

We often try to find faults in others, after all, humans love
some dramas and gossip. In doing so, we are blinded to our
own unfaithfulness to our faith and to God. We are not God,
not Jesus, it is not our role to condemn each other of their
sins. We must love everyone, and treat them fairly, no
matter what they have done. This is easier said than done.
Can you treat a proven criminal, a drug addict, a bully the
same way you would treat your friends? And can you
recognize your own sins and seek forgiveness. During the
rest of the lent season, | would like to challenge you to
contemplate on this, go through the examination of
conscience and then go to confession.

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, thank you for your goodness and righteousness.
You are the one true Judge and | pray that we always
remember this so we can humble ourselves before you, and
have the strength and courage to own up to our sins so that

we can start seeking for your help in turning away from
these sins and temptations. Amen.
P
-
Youth Announcements 4
Youth Camp 2025 with Simon Carrington
This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon Carrington as a guest speaker
at our youth camp! Simon is the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-
known speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and masculinity. He will
be hosting an information session on 4t May at 2pm at St Monica'’s to provide
more details of our upcoming camp. This is a unique opportunity to learn from an
expert in the field, and it will be open to everyone in the congregation. The

session is especially targeted for parents, so we invite ALL parents to come along
to the information session.

Youth Mass (4th Sunday)
Youth mass will now be held at 10:15 AM on the 4th Sunday of each month. It
will be held entirely in English.

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG)

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room, starting at
10:30AM! If you are year 6 and up, come hang out for some games, make new
friends and learn about God together! If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact one of our leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395. On the
4t Sunday of each month, youth group will start at 11:30 AM after youth mass.
Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in Melbourne this year
from 30/11 — 2/12. We're looking to take a group of St Monica’s youths down to
Melbourne and are now taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and
over. We will be aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28t November and return
on the 4t December. The estimated cost at this early stage is $2500-$3000 total.
Please contact Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for more information.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause
against a nation that is faithless. From the
deceitful and cunning rescue me, for vyou,
O God, are my strength.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 43:16-21

Thus says the Lord, who made a way
through the sea, a path in the great
waters; who put chariots and horse in the
field and a powerful army, which lay there
never to rise again, snuffed out, put out
like a wick:

No need to recall the past, no need to
think about what was done before. See, |
am doing a new deed, even now it comes
to light; can you not see it? Yes, | am
making a road in the wilderness, paths in
the wilds. The wild beasts will honour me,
jackals and ostriches, because | am putting
water in the wilderness (rivers in the wild)
to give my chosen people drink. The
people | have formed for myself will sing
my praises. The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 126

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from
bondage, it seemed like a dream. Then
was our mouth filled with laughter, on
our lips there were songs. (R.)

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What
marvels the Lord worked for them!
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as
streams in dry land. Those who are
sowing in tears will sing when they
reap. (R.)

3. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing: they come
back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:8-14

| believe nothing can happen that will
outweigh the supreme advantage of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him |
have accepted the loss of everything, and |
look on everything as so much rubbish if
only | can have Christ and be given a place
in him. | am no longer trying for perfection
by my own efforts, the perfection that
comes from the Law, but | want only the
perfection that comes through faith in
Christ, and is from God and based on faith.
All I want is to know Christ and the power
of his resurrection and to share his
sufferings by reproducing the pattern of
his death. That is the way | can hope to
take my place in the resurrection of the
dead. Not that | have become perfect yet:
| have not yet won, but | am still running,
trying to capture the prize for which Christ
Jesus captured me. | can assure you my
brothers, | am far from thinking that | have
already won. All | can say is that | forget

North Parramatta

= Fifth Sunday In Lent - Year C

the past and | strain ahead for what is still
to come; | am racing for the finish, for the
prize to which God calls us upwards to

receive in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
With all your heart turn to me, for Il am
tender and compassionate.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL JOHN 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
At daybreak he appeared in the
Temple again; and as all the people
came to him, he sat down and
began to teach them.

The scribes and Pharisees brought a
woman along who had been caught
committing adultery; and making
her stand there in full view of
everybody, they said to Jesus,
‘Master, this woman was caught in
the very act of committing adultery,
and Moses has ordered us in the
Law to condemn women like this to
death by stoning. What have you to
say?’ They asked him this as a test,
looking for something to use
against him. But Jesus bent down
and started writing on the ground
with his finger. As they persisted
with their question, he looked up
and said, ‘If there is one of you who
has not sinned, let him be the first
to throw a stone at her.” Then he
bent down and wrote on the
ground again. When they heard this
they went away one by one,
beginning with the eldest, until

Jesus was left alone with the
woman, who remained standing
there. He looked up and said,

‘Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’
she replied. ‘Neither do | condemn
you,” said Jesus ‘go away, and don’t

sin any more.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one,
Lord. Neither shall | condemn you. From now on,
sin no more.

St. Monica's Parish

6th April 2025
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