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Scripture: Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32

Observation: This week we observe the parable of the lost son, a
story that we should be all too familiar with. In this parable, an
arrogant young son demands of his share of the family estate from his
father, leaving him, his brother and the family servants to a distant
country, rejecting the respectable life that had been set up for him by
his family. Spending it all he finds himself at a position lower than the
servants that his father had hired, amongst the pigs who were eating
better than himself working for another man in a foreign land, pining
for the food even pigs ate, as he had reached a point of starvation due
to his own devices. Gaining cognizance of his status he seeks a return
to his father’s land. Upon his arrival, instead of being resented for his
ignorance and disrespect, a welcoming party is held in his name, as
the prodigal son had returned. Begrudgingly, the eldest son protests,
reminding his father of his loyalty throughout the years that had gone
unnoticed, only to be told to be glad, as the lost son has returned.

Application: Of this parable, there are multiple lessons to be learn for
each person’s perspective, from the son, the father and the eldest
brother, that of resentment, forgiveness, humility and repentance.
Firstly, from the eldest brother's perspective, we can almost
understand him to be a non-believer. A sinner, who has left, done
horrible things under the family’s name, and all it takes for him to be
celebrated once more upon his return, is his repentance? The simple
answer is yes, which leads us to the father. From the father’s point of
view, we are reminded of God’s love for us all. The story of the
prodigal son is a picture of God’s love for us as his children. God’s
love for us does not depend on our faithfulness; it is unconditional.
Although his youngest son went and wasted his inheritance, and his
eldest displayed signs of hostility, and resentment, aspects in the vein
of sin, when we come to repent of our sins, He is willing to forgive us
and welcomes us with open arms. And finally, the son’s point of view,
we are reminded of a life away from God. Once he had left the family,
the more time he had spent away, the more he had spent, running out
of resources. The same can be said when we spend time away from
church. When we are away, we encounter a spiritual drought, unable
to quench our spiritual thirst until we return.

Prayer: Lord, we thank you for the life that you have blessed us with
and the opportunities that it comes with. We ask that you be with us in
times of treachery, when we may stray off the path that has been
intended for us, and help return us to your way, helping us to swallow
our pride and to repent so that you may forgive and accept us. In
God’s name we pray. Amen

‘.
Youth Announcements \&7

Youth Camp 2025 with Simon Carrington

This year, we have the privilege of hosting Simon Carrington as a guest

speaker at our youth camp! Simon is the co-founder of Fire Up Ministries and a well-
known speaker on chastity, dating, theology of the body and masculinity. He will be
hosting an information session on 4t May at 2pm at St Monica'’s to provide more
details of our upcoming camp. This is a unique opportunity to learn from an expert in
the field, and it will be open to everyone in the congregation. The session is
especially targeted for parents, so we invite ALL parents to come along to the
information session.

Youth Mass (4th Sunday)
Youth mass will now be held at 10:15 AM on the 4th Sunday of each month. It will be
held entirely in English.

St Monica’s Youth Group (SMYG)

Youth Group will continue each week in the community room, starting at 10:30AM! If
you are year 6 and up, come hang out for some games, make new friends and learn
about God together! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one
of our leaders Rebecca Cheung on 0449 055 395. On the 4t Sunday of each month,
youth group will start at 11:30 AM after youth mass.

Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2025

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) will take place in Melbourne this year from
30/11 - 2/12. We're looking to take a group of St Monica’s youths down to Melbourne
and are now taking expressions of interest for youths aged 15 and over. We will be
aiming to travel to depart Sydney on 28" November and return on the 4™
December. The estimated cost at this early stage is $2500-$3000 total. Please
contact Cheryl on 0481 507 169 for more information.
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ST MONICAS Fourth Sunday In Lent - Year C

CATHOLIC PARISH AND PRIMARY SCHOOL COMMUNITY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.

Be joyful, all who were in mourning;

exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

FIRST READING J0s 5:9-12

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today | have
taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’

The Israelites pitched their camp
at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the
fourteenth day of the month, at evening in
the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of
the Passover they tasted the produce of that
country, unleavened bread and roasted ears
of corn, that same day. From that time, from
their first eating of the produce of that
country, the manna stopped falling. And
having manna no longer, the Israelites fed
from that year onwards on what the land

of Canaan yielded.
The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 33

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1. I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise
always on my lips; in the Lord my soul
shall make its boast. The humble shall
hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us
praise his name. | sought the Lord and he
answered me; from all my terrors he set
me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant; let your
faces not be abashed. This poor man
called; the Lord heard him and rescued
him from all his distress. (R.)

SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new
creation; the old creation has gone, and now
the new one is here. It is all God’s work. It
was God who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the work of
handing on his reconciliation. In other words,
God in Christ was reconciling the world to
himself, not holding men’s faults against
them, and he has entrusted to us the news
that they are reconciled. So we are
ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God
were appealing through us, and the appeal
that we make in Christ’'s name is: be
reconciled to God. For our sake God made
the sinless one into sin, so that in him we

might become the goodness of God.
The Word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

I will rise and go to my Father and tell him:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL LUKE 15:1-3, 11-32

The tax collectors and the sinners were
all seeking the company of Jesus to hear
what he had to say, and the Pharisees and
the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they
said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with
them.’ So he spoke this parable to them:

‘A man had two sons. The younger said
to his father, “Father, let me have the
share of the estate that would come to
me.” So the father divided the property
between them. A few days later, the
younger son got together everything he

had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of
debauchery.

‘When he had spent it all, that country
experienced a severe famine, and now he
began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself
out to one of the local inhabitants who put
him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he
would willingly have filled his belly with the
husks the pigs were eating but no one
offered him anything. Then he came to his
senses and said, “How many of my father’s
paid servants have more food than they
want, and here am | dying of hunger! | will
leave this place and go to my father and
say: Father, | have sinned against heaven
and against you; | no longer deserve to be
called your son; treat me as one of your
paid servants.” So he left the place and
went back to his father.

‘While he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and was moved with pity.
He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms
and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said,
“Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you. | no longer deserve to be
called your son.” But the father said to his
servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we
have been fattening, and kill it; we are
going to have a feast, a celebration,
because this son of mine was dead and has
come back to life; he was lost and is
found.” And they began to celebrate.

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields,
and on his way back, as he drew near the
house, he could hear music and dancing.
Calling one of the servants he asked what it
was all about. “Your brother has come”
replied the servant “and your father has
killed the calf we had fattened because he
has got him back safe and sound.” He was
angry then and refused to go in, and his
father came out to plead with him; but he
answered his father, “Look, all these years |
have slaved for you and never once
disobeyed your orders, yet you never
offered me so much as a kid for me to
celebrate with my friends. But for this son
of yours, when he comes back after
swallowing up your property — he and his
women — you kill the calf we had been
fattening.”

‘The father said, “My son, you are with
me always and all | have is yours. But it is
only right we should celebrate and rejoice,
because your brother here was dead and
has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’

The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You must rejoice, my son,

for your brother was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and is found.
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