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Scripture : Mark 6:30-34

AT
YOUTH CORNER
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Observations:

In this week’s gospel, the apostles return after having
travelled many villages whilst exorcising, healing and
proclaiming as Jesus had asked them to. Jesus instructs them
to go on a boat to travel to a deserted place, where they
shall rest. Yet, many saw the apostles travelling and
enthusiastically followed, arriving even earlier than the
apostles. As Jesus and the apostles arrived, they were
welcomed by a great crowd, who although lost like “sheep
without a shepherd” were willing to listen and learn. Little
did they know, the crowd of five thousand were about to
witness a miracle; the feeding of the five thousand.

Applications:

Jesus’ love for us is so great that even after all the mission
work that left him and his disciples hungry and exhausted,
being the good shepherd he is, he chooses to teach and to
feed the physically and spiritually hungry crowd. The most
pertinent part of this whole passage, is the miracle through
which Jesus feeds the crowd. The crowd who came to learn
were lost sheep, perhaps like when we have doubts or are
lukewarm in our faith. When faced with the dilemma of not
having sufficient food to feed the five thousand, Jesus
instructs the apostles to gather what they can and offer it to
him. Despite only having five loaves of bread and two fishes,
Jesus took the food, blessed it, and fed every single person
until they were full and even had enough to spare. At times,
we find ourselves in situations similar to that of the apostles
- we fear that we are lacking, we feel that we are not
enough. Yet, Jesus assures us, to not be afraid and that
offering simply what we can give is sufficient. With trust, we
can let God take it, bless it and hand it back to us to give to
those around us. Jesus, in performing miracles, not only
feeds us physically, but also provides spiritual sustenance by
showing us his true power and love - to reassure those of us
who have doubts and to comfort those who are afraid.

Prayer:

Dear Lord, in times where | am troubled, overwhelmed and
afraid, thank you for comforting me and speaking to me
through your Word. Thank you for assuring me that giving all
that | have is enough. In times where we are doubtful or
afraid, give us the strength to seek out your truth and let us

find comfort in your reassurance and love for us. Amen.
Youth Announcements \ﬂ
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)
Youth Group continues for another month in the

community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop
by for some games and friendly chats!




Ju te Dews
mrﬂwtm

I BL1€

Entrance Antiphon

See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains
my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6

‘Doom for the shepherds who allow the
flock of my pasture to be destroyed and
scattered - it is the Lord who speaks! This,
therefore, is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says about the shepherds in charge of my
people: You have let my flock be scattered and
go wandering and have not taken care of them.
Right, I will take care of you for your misdeeds -
it is the Lord who speaks! But the remnant of
my flock I myself will gather from all the
countries where I have dispersed them, and will
bring them back to their pastures: they shall be
fruitful and increase in numbers. I will raise up
shepherds to look after them and pasture them;
no fear, no terror for them any more; not one
shall be lost - it is the Lord who speaks!

‘See, the days are coming - it is the Lord
who speaks — when I will raise a virtuous Branch
for David, who will reign as true king and be
wise, practising honesty and integrity in the
land. In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel dwell in confidence And this is the
name he will be called: The Lord-our-integrity.’

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22
(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I
shall want. Fresh and green are the
pastures where he gives me repose. Near
restful waters he leads me, to revive my
drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path; he is
true to his name. If I should walk in the
valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You
are there with your crook and your staff,
with these you give me comfort. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the
sight of my foes. My head you have
anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.

(R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow
me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s
own house shall I dwell for ever and
ever. (R.)

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

21st July 2024

Second Reading Ephesians 2:13-18
In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far
from us have been brought very close, by the
blood of Christ. For he is the peace between us,
and has made the two into one and broken
down the barrier which used to keep them
apart, actually destroying in his own person the
hostility caused by the rules and decrees of the
Law. This was to create one single New Man in
himself out of the two of them and by restoring
peace through the cross, to unite them both in a
single Body and reconcile them with God. In his
own person he killed the hostility. Later he came
to bring the good news of peace, peace to you
who were far away and peace to those who were
near at hand. Through him, both of us have in
the one Spirit our way to come to the Father.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I
know them, and they follow me.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mark 6:30-34

The apostles rejoined Jesus and told him
all they had done and taught. Then he said to
them, ‘You must come away to some lonely
place all by yourselves and rest for a while’; for
there were so many coming and going that the
apostles had no time even to eat. So they went
off in a boat to a lonely place where they could
be by themselves. But people saw them going,
and many could guess where; and from every
town they all hurried to the place on foot and
reached it before them. So as he stepped ashore
he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them
because they were like sheep without a
shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at
some length.

The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the
Lord. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door to me, I will enter his house and dine with
him, and he with me.
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