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SOAP Reflection 26May
Scripture: In today’s gospel, Jesus commissions His disciples to
preach to all the nations and baptize them in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey God’s
commandments and teachings.

Observations: Jesus outlines the two key important elements of
preaching His message to the nations: faith in trinitarian God: the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and adherence to God’s
commandments. Obeying God’s commandments not only involve
adhering to the moral principles that underpin the Ten
Commandments, but also to live by the two greatest
commandments of loving God with all your heart, soul and mind and
loving your neighbour. Jesus reminds His disciples that faith should
motivate a person to strive to act in a morally upright manner and
have the right intentions. Having faith in God is not just about what
you assert you believe, but truth faith means God’s will and moral
imperatives influences your words, actions and thoughts. However,
it is also important to remember that even if a person believes in
God and is commissioned by God to share their faith , their faith may
not be perfect. In the gospel, some disciples were described as being
doubtful in their faith. This is likely a reference to doubts about
whether Jesus really was resurrected. This did not deter Jesus from
commissioning them, which shows Jesus still saw value and potential
in His doubting disciples. It is evident that at the time Jesus appeared
to His disciples after resurrection, some Jewish leaders wanted to
contest the authenticity of Jesus’ resurrection, and this social
environment affected the disciples. In the same chapter (chapter
28), soldiers were bribed to spread a false story that Jesus’ body was
stolen away by His disciples in order to prevent people from
believing that Jesus had risen from the dead (28:11-15).

Application: Some of us may be at different points in our faith. Some
of us may believe in God and His mission easily, while some of us
may doubt God. We may wonder whether He really exists or
intervenes in the world and in the lives of people. We may be more
apathetic about our faith because we are distracted by other things
that are happening in our lives. It’s important that we take the time
to consider what doubts we may have about God and our faith, why
we may have those doubts and take the time to learn more about
our faith so that we are motivated to find out the answers to some
questions we may have. We need to consider what role we can play
in God’s mission to teach, spread the faith and encourage people to
follow God’s commandments using our talents, interests and
abilities. But we must have a strong foundation in our faith and
understand why we believe if we are to evangelize effectively.

Prayer: Dear God, please guide those who may be struggling and
have doubts about their faith to strengthen their faith and share it
with others. Help those who are apathetic to find inspiration from
your example, from your love and mercy. Guide people on their
journey to discover, utilise and build on their skills and talents so
they can strengthen the faith of others, and support others and

themselves to always abide by your moral precepts. Amen
&
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) \
Youth Group continues for another month in the community
room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for some games

and friendly chats! Over the next few months, we will be talking
about the theology of the body.

Youth Announcements

Youth Camp 9-11"" July

Registration for youth camp 2024 is out! This year’s theme will be
Mulan! We will look at what it means to serve the community,
church and God. If you would like to find out more, you can speak
to any of the leaders. You will find the registration forms with
Gabriel and Cheryl.
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Entrance Antiphon

Blest be God the Father, and the Only Begotten Son of
God, and also the Holy Spirit, for he has shown us his
merciful love.

First Reading Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40

Moses said to the people: ‘Put this question to the ages
that are past, that went before you, from the time God
created man on earth: Was there ever a word so
majestic, from one end of heaven to the other? Was
anything ever heard? Did ever a people hear the voice of
the living God speaking from the heart of the fire, as you
heard it, and remain alive? Has any god ventured to take
to himself one nation from the midst of another by
ordeals, signs, wonders, war with mighty hand and
outstretched arm, by fearsome terrors - all this that the
Lord your God did for you before your eyes in Egypt?

‘Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart:
The Lord is God indeed, in heaven above as on earth
beneath, he and no other. Keep his laws and
commandments as | give them to you today so that you
and your children may prosper and live long in the land

that the Lord your God gives you for ever.’
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 33
(R.) Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

1. The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be
trusted. The Lord loves justice and right and fills the
earth with his love. (r.)

2. With his word the heavens were made, by the breath
of his mouth all the stars. He spoke; and they came to
be. He commanded; they sprang into being. (r.)

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those
who hope in his love, to rescue their souls from
death, to keep them alive in famine. (r.)

4. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help
and our shield. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as
we place all our hope in you. (r.)

Second Reading Romans 8: 14-17
Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit
you received is not the spirit of slaves bringing fear into
your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it makes us
cry out, ‘Abba, Father!” The Spirit himself and our spirit
bear united witness that we are children of God. And if
we are children we are heirs as well: heirs of God and
coheirs with Christ, sharing his sufferings so as to share
his glory.
The word of the Lord

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

26th May 2024

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: to God
who is, who was, and who is to come.

Alleluia!

Gospel MATTHEW 28:16-20
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated.
Jesus came up to and spoke to them. He said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands
| gave you. And know that | am with you always; yes, to
the end of time.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Since you are children of God, God has sent into your hearts
the Spirit of his Son, the Spirit who cries out: Abba, Father.



