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YOUTH CORNER
Youth Corner 28th April

Scripture- John 15:1-8
“Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.”

Observation- In this vineyard, God is the vinegrower,
Jesus is the true vine and we are the branches; the
vines grown by the vinegrower are the life source of
the branches. Jesus who is sent by God to die for our
sins, gives us life through His sacrifice. Yet, it is
important to recognise that this is not a one-sided
relationship, in fact, He tells us to “abide in me as |
abide in you”. It is easy enough to understand the
importance of abiding to God’s will and truth, but |
wonder, what does it mean for God to abide in us, His
children? The word “abide” in itself implies
companionship, the branches cannot bear fruit if it is
separate from the vine. It is impossible for us to deepen
our faith and lead holy lives without the guidance of
Jesus. In other words, going to mass, for example,
without the true intention of celebrating and
connecting with God is insufficient and in such a case,
the vinegrower will eventually prune these branches.
More importantly, God abides in those who seek to

love him - it is a potent reminder that we are not alone
in our journeys. .
Application- The word “abiding” has also been

associated with connotations of stagnancy for me,
perhaps like “sticking together”. However, we are
clearly told to glorify and abide on the Lord by bearing
fruit and becoming His disciples. We are told to take
action by “bearing fruit”. Whilst the specifics of bearing
fruit is not quite defined, I'd like to think that it is
referring to growth. Whether it is spiritual growth in
our own faith, or spreading the love of God to those
around us as we are called to, it is a call for unity and
collective growth and a reminder that through God, all
things are possible.

Prayer- Heavenly father, thank you for your love and
your guidance. In times where | am lost, | am grateful
that your vine keeps me grounded and steadfast in my
faith. May | continue to abide in You as your Word
abides in my heart so that all my actions may be guided
by your love and your will. By your spirit, produce the
fruit of love, joy and peace in me so that it can be
shared to those around me and | pray that | will
continue to live out your will with love. Amen!

Youth Announcements
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

&
Youth Group continues for another month in the

community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by for
some games and friendly chats! Over the next few months, we
will be talking about the theology of the body. &)
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ENTERANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his
deliverance, alleluia.

FIRST READING Acts 9:26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they
could not believe he was really a disciple.
Barnabas, however, took charge of him,
introduced him to the apostles, and explained
how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to
him on his journey, and how he had preached
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul
now started to go round with them in Jerusalem,
preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But
after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued
with them, they became determined to kill him.
When the brothers knew, they took him to
Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 21
Response: | will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of
your people.

My vows | will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.

They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.

They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)

And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.” (R.)

SECOND READING 1 John 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John

My children, our love is not to be just words
or mere talk, but something real and active; only
by this can we be certain that we are the children
of the truth and be able to quieten our conscience
in his presence, whatever accusations it may raise
against us, because God is greater than our
conscience and he knows everything.

My dear people, if we cannot be
condemned by our own conscience, we need not
be afraid in God’s presence, and whatever we ask
him, we shall receive, because we keep his
commandments and live the kind of life that he
wants. His commandments are these: that we
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
that we love one another as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

28th April 2024

and God lives in him. We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit. Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 15:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in me that bears no
fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already, by means of the word
that | have spoken to you. Make your home in
me, as | make mine in you. As a branch cannot
bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the
vine, neither can you unless you remain in me.

| am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears
fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do
nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is
like a branch that has been thrown away — he
withers; these branches are collected and thrown
on the fire, and they are burnt. If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, you may ask
what you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory
of my Father that you should bear much fruit, and

then you will be my disciples.’
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

| am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears fruit in
plenty, alleluia.
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