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Youth Corner 25th February

Gospel: Mark 9: 2-10

Observation: In this week’s gospel, Jesus’ status and identity as
the Son of God is revealed to His close disciples, Peter, James and
John during the transfiguration. His status is highlighted when He
appears alongside Moses, who freed the Israelites from captivity in
Egypt and passed down laws from God governing ceremonies,
morality and civil life of the Israelites. He also appears alongside
Elijah, who was a renowned miracle worker, critic of worship of
idols and false Gods such as Baal and prophet who performed
miracles such as making rain after three years of drought and
multiplying a widow’s grain and oil. In many respects, the
transfiguration can be considered a deliberate act of revelation
from God about Jesus’ mission and importance to humanity. Like
Moses, Jesus would free humanity from slavery, though not from
slavery in Egypt, but from slavery to sin, and would pass down
commandments for humanity from God. Like Elijah, Jesus would
encourage people to repent and bring to the fore God’s power and
presence through working miracles. Jesus’ identity is revealed
when God the Father calls Jesus His beloved son and tells Jesus’
disciples to listen to Him. Jesus’ mission and importance to
humanity is defined by His identity as the Son of God the Father,
and Jesus never forgets His mission to save humanity. Jesus knows
that part of His salvific mission involves dying on the cross and
rising from the dead, which is why He tells his disciples not to tell
anyone what they saw until after those events have occurred.
However, the disciples do not understand completely the nature
of Jesus’ mission and what it entails. Jesus knows that the time for
the disciples to fully understand this will come later.

Application: This week’s gospel is a reminder that God always has
a vision and purpose in mind for humans (as individuals) and for all
of humanity. This vision and purpose may not always be revealed
to us all at once, but may be revealed gradually, over time, as we
witness events, encounter different people and go through life
experiences. The disciples would end up spreading Jesus’ message
to both Jews and Gentiles across the Roman Empire, but they first
had to be followers of Jesus. At certain stages of our lives, our
purpose in life may not be obvious, and the significance of our
experiences and encounters may not be apparent, but it is
important to believe that God always has a purpose in mind for us,
and we need to be aware of what God may be calling us to do and
reflect on our experiences and encounters. For example, if you had
the opportunity to mentor and guide a Bible sharing group and
you found you really enjoyed it and people benefited from your
mentorship, perhaps God is telling you that your potential lies in
teaching others about the Catholic faith.

Prayer: Dear God, you have shaped and moulded us as people
and you give all people a mission and purpose. Help us to always
recognise our purpose and mission in our everyday lives, in our
work, study and activities, and to recognise when we may be
straying from this. Help us to always have trust in you so that we

Youth Announcements

may be willing to embrace our calling, and willing to embrace your
will as Jesus did.
»
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) \&
Youth Group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by

for some games and friendly chats! This month, we will be
talking about what it means to live out our faith.




ST MONICAS Second Sunday of Lent - Year B

Entrance Antiphon
Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his face.
It is your face, O Lord, that | seek; hide not your face from me.

First Reading Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham,
Abraham,” he called.” Here | am’ he replied. ‘Take
your son,” God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall
offer him as a burnt offering, on a mountain | will
point out to you.’

When they arrived at the place God had pointed
out to him, Abraham built an altar there, and
arranged the wood. Then he bound his son lIsaac
and put him on the altar on top of the wood.
Abraham stretched out his hand and seized the
knife to kill his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘l am here’ he
replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against the boy’ the
angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now | know you
fear God. You have not refused me your son, your
only son.” Then looking up, Abraham saw a ram
caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram
and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son.

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second
time from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self — it is the
Lord who speaks — because you have done this,
because you have not refused me your son, your
only son, | will shower blessings on you, | will make
your descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your
descendants shall gain possession of the gates of
your enemies. All the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves by your descendants, as a reward for

your obedience.’
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm Ps 115

(R.) | will walk in the presence of the Lord in the

land of the living.

1. Itrusted, even when | said: ‘l am sorely afflicted.’
O precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of
his faithful. (r.)

2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have
loosened my bonds. A thanksgiving sacrifice |
make: | will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

3. My vows to the Lord | will fulfil before all his
people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in
your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)

Second Reading Romans 8:31-34

With God on our side who can be against us?
Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a
gift, that he will not refuse anything he can give.
Could anyone accuse those that God has chosen?
When God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could
Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us — he rose
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from the dead, and there at God’s right hand he

stands and pleads for us.
The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Gospel MARK 9:2-10

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and
led them up a high mountain where they could be
alone by themselves. There in their presence he was
transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white,
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them.
Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were
talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus.
‘Rabbi,” he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so
let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses
and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say;
they were so frightened. And a cloud came,
covering them in shadow; and there came a voice
from the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen
to him.” Then suddenly, when they looked round,
they saw no one with them any more but only
Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain he warned
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They
observed the warning faithfully, though among
themselves they discussed what ‘rising from the

dead’ could mean.
The Gospel of the Lord

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to
him.


http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Rabbi.mp3

