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Write the WORD 2022-2024

To anticipate the celebration of the 130" anniversary of this parish, everyone is invited to join in “Write the WORD” to
increase our familiarity of the Holy Scripture. For details you can take a leaflet at the main entrances of the church, or
call the Parish Office (9630 1951), or send an email to write.the.word.2024@gmail.com
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Saint Stephen the Martyr

Stephen became the first Christian martyr following a complaint th:
elderly widows of the Hellenist Christians were not receiving prope
from the Jewish Christian community in Jerusalem, which was
dominated by the Hekspaaking majority.

Stephen belonged to this Hellenist group. The New American Bible
notes that the Hellenists here were most likely Palestinian Jews wi
%p%ke only Greek. In contrast, the Hebrews referred to in the accol
Stephends death were probably
Aramaic and also Greek. Together, they formed the Jerusalem Je\
Christian community. In general, the term Hellenist was applied to
anyone who was culturally Greek. As a rule, the Hellenists did not
necessarily have a problem with the Roman Empire, and they tenc
maintain their own synagogues in Jerusalem (though they still ven
the temple). Many moved to Jerusalem as they grew old out ofa d
to die and be buried in the holy city. Undoubtedly, some of these
became the widows in our story.

In response to the aforementioned complaint, the Apostles ordaine
seven deacons specifically to attend to the temporal relief of the pc
the Hellenist Jewish Christian community. Stephen is the first nam
these deacons. He was known for his wisdom and holiness. He wze
a forceful preacher. It was this quality that would eventually set hin
the path to his death.

Members of several synagogues challenged Stephen to a debate.
it phen apparently defeated them so badly that they wanted reve

miliated, they accused Stephen of blasphemy against Moses ar
God. The Jewish authorities, already wary of the preaching of the
Apostles and the growth of Jewish converts to their message, had
Stephen arrested and dragged before the Sanhedrin. The primary
allegation against him seems to be a claim that he said Jesus of
Nazareth would destroy the temple and challenge the traditions
established by Moses.

I nterestingly, Stephenbtés def el
and its sacrificial cult. This stands in sharp contrast to the majority
Jewish Christians at the time. While his reverence for the Law of M
is clear, he suggests the temple cult is not a legitimate part of this |
For Stephen, Jesus was the one who restored the religion of Mose
whereas the temple was compared to the golden calf forged by Aa
the desert. This argument was notéeedlied by the Sanhedrin. The

rest is history, as indicated by the passage that began our reflectio

As the first Christian martyr, Stephen was declared a saint. He is tl
patron of altar servers, bricklayers, casket makers and, of course,
deacons. He is often shown with stones, the Book of the Gospels,
small church and a palm frond. The palm branch symbolizes victor
triumph, peace and eternal | i f

Doug Culp, from theaithmagazine
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STMONICAS Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the
nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and
make it our glory to praise you.

FIRST READING ZeP 2:3; 3:12-13

Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the earth,
who obey his commands. Seek integrity, seek
humility: you may perhaps find shelter on the
day of the anger of the Lord.

In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly
people, and those who are left in Israel will seek
refuge in the name of the Lord. They will do no
wrong, will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue
will no longer be found in their mouths. But they
will be able to graze and rest with no one to
disturb them.

The word of

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 145

( R. Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of
heaven is theirs!

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who is
just to those who are oppressed. It is he who
gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets
prisoners free. ( R. )

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down, the
Lord, who protects the stranger and upholds
the widow and orphan. ( R. )

3. It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts
the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign for
ever, Zion& God, from age to age. ( R. )

SECOND READING 1 COR 1:26-31
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you
were called: how many of you were wise in the
ordinary sense of the word, how many were
influential people, or came from noble families?
No, it was to shame the wise that God chose
what is foolish by human reckoning, and to
shame what is strong that he chose what is weak
by human reckoning; those whom the world
thinks common and contemptible are the ones
that God has chosen - those who are nothing at
all to show up those who are everything. The
human race has nothing to boast about to God,
but you, God has made members of Christ Jesus
and by God& doing he has become our wisdom,
and our virtue, and our holiness, and our
freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to
boast, let him boast about the Lord.

The word of

t he

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

29th January 2023

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia Alleluia

Rejoice and be glad; your reward will be great in
heaven.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

t@osperl M d

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There
he sat down and was joined by his disciples. Then
he began to speak. This is what he taught them:
dow happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle: they shall have the earth
for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what
is right: they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful: they shall have mercy
shown them.
Happy the pure in heart: they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers: they shall be called
sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the
cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

Mt 5:1-12

they shall be

dappy are you when people abuse you and
persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny
against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven.6

The

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in
your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to
shame, for I call on you.

Lord

Gospel of

t



