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YOUTH CORNER ——t+—1

Communicating with non-Catholic friends

Many of us, I’'m sure, have friends who are not Catholic —
friends who we’ve met through school, university, work, or so
on. While friendship is a great thing that can stretch past
religion, race and so on, there will undoubtedly be times when
differences in faith manifest themselves, and in such times,
you may find yourself at odds with something your friend
believes in. At times like this, what can we do?

Do we leave it alone, hoping the misunderstanding passes? Do
we try and force out own beliefs upon them? Do we cut ties
with them?

While all of the above are potential solutions, I doubt anyone
would be completely happy with any of them - and why is
that? Because none of those solutions actually consider both
sides.

If you break it down, there are two things that come to mind.
First, is our duty to evangelise and to spread our faith so that
others may be brought to the light. And second, on the other
side, is the dignity that is inherent to all human beings.

As Christians and followers of Christ, it our duty to follow in
his example. A huge part of this, and something that is
apparent through the actions of his earliest followers, is our
obligation to spread the word to those who have not yet found
solace in Jesus, or those who do not believe. We acknowledge
that a strong faith in Jesus and a willingness to follow his
example are essential for salvation, and with this in mind, we
are called to give others the opportunity to share in this
salvation. So then, if we were to try and force our ideals upon
another, wouldn’t that be considered carrying out our
vocation?

Well, not exactly. While it is important that we evangelise,
every human being possesses dignity. This means that they all
deserve to be treated with fairness, respect, and with an
understanding that they are free to choose their own path. As
part of this, to try and force one’s ideals on another would be
to disregard this dignity — something that history has shown
does not end well.

So, what can we do? Make it a conversation. Listen to each
other, discuss, tell them about your beliefs and your
perspectives, and let them make the choice for themselves.
Friendship is about respect, and eventually, as long as they
have someone beside them, chances are they will find their
own flame of faith.

Youth Anhouncements

Rashane

&
St Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE) \
Youth group continues for another month in the
community room, starting at 10:30AM! Feel free to drop by
for some games and friendly chats In September, we
will be looking at Saint led by Cheryl and Gabriel!

HSC Exams
Best of luck to all the Year 12s from St MonicaQ (Terence,
Nicholas and Monica) sitting their HSC next month May

God give you strength and perseverance to get through your
final exams! Keeping you all in our prayers.




I te Deus
corda nestra

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with
true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not
obeyed your commandments.

But give glory to your name and deal with us according to
the bounty of your mercy.

FIRST READING  Awmos 61,47

The almighty Lord says this: Woe to those
ensconced so snugly in Zion and to those who
feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria.

Lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their
divans, they dine on lambs from the flock, and
stall-fattened veal; they bawl to the sound of
the harp, they invent new instruments of music
like David, they drink wine by the bowlful, and
use the finest oil for anointing themselves, but
about the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all.

That is why they will be the first to be exiled;

the sprawlersoérevelry is over.

The word of

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ps 145

( R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who
is just to those who are oppressed. It is he
who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord,
who sets prisoners free. ( R. )

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down. It
is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord, who
protects the stranger.(Rr. )

3. He upholds the widow and orphan but
thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will
reign for ever, Zion& God, from age to age.
(R.)

SECOND READING 1 Tivomy 6:11-16

As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to
be saintly and religious, filled with faith and
love, patient and gentle. Fight the good fight of
the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to
which you were called when you made your
profession and spoke up for the truth in front of
many witnesses. Now, before God the source of
all life and before Jesus Christ, who spoke up as
a witness for the truth in front of Pontius Pilate,
I put to you the duty of doing all that you have
been told, with no faults or failures, until the
Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who at the
due time will be revealed by God, the blessed
and only Ruler of all, the King of kings and the
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal, whose
home is in inaccessible light, whom no man has
seen and no man is able to see: to him be

honour and everlasting power. Amen.

The word of

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to
make you rich out of his poverty.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

AR 31 DOGIE S =
y 3 -

GOSPEL Luke
2] 16:9-31

Jesus said to
: the

| Pharisees:
Jorhere was a
4l rich man
4who used to
3 dress in
purple and
fine linen
and feast

maghnificently every day. And at his gate there
dayea p@ordnan called Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps
that fell from the rich mané table. Dogs even
came and licked his sores. Now the poor man
died and was carried away by angels to the
bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and
was buried.

dn his torment in Hades he looked up and saw
Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his
bosom. So he cried out, fiFather Abraham, pity
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger
in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony
in these flames.0 M§ son,0 Abraham replied
fremember that during your life good things
come your way, just as bad things came the
way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here
while you are in agony. But that is not all:
between us and you a great gulf has been fixed,
to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from
our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from
your side to ours.o

d'he rich man replied, fiFather, I beg you then
to send Lazarus to my father& house, since I
have five brothers, to give them warning, so
that they do not come to this place of torment
too.0 They have Moses and the prophets,o said
Abraham et them listen to them.6 AR no,
father Abraham,0 said the rich man fibut if
someone comes to them from the dead, they
will repent.0 Then Abraham said to him, AIf they
will not listen either to Moses or to the
prophets, they will not be convinced even if

someone should rise from the dead.o 6

The Gospel of

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Remember your word to your servant, O Lord,

by which you have given me hope.
Thisis My codnfort when I am brought low.

t



