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Lent 2021

¢+ Ash Wednesday Masses (Day of Fasting &

Abstinence)

17" February: 9:15am (English)

- 7pm (English + live-streaming)

- 8pm (Cantonese + live-streaming)

+ Stations of the Cross (Confession available)
Every Friday from 19*" February to 26% March :
7pm (English) | 8pm (Cantonese)
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YOUTH CORNER

Why do we sing during Mass?

Why do we sing during Mass? The question has always been in
the back of my mind, and yet | never put much effort into finding
out why. Do we sing because that’s what we’'ve always done?
Because we need something to fill the silence? Or is there a
deeper meaning behind it?

And to answer that third question: yes, there is a deeper
meaning behind it — one that can be found throughout the bible,
from way back in the old testament to the letters of the apostles.
Paul himself had quite a lot to say on the matter, and though
sometimes it’s not always laid out plainly, he makes some valid
points in regards to the connection between faith and music. So
if you want to find out more, the bible is always there.

And amongst all this, there was one reason that really stood out
for why we sing. When we sing we glorify God. Throughout the
Bible we see people singing praises to God, but how does singing
glorify God?

Well, singing is a powerful form of expression —an art — through
which numerous people can come together. And like with most
forms of art, we can use singing to highlight the greatness of our
God. This is at the core of what makes singing a powerful tool for
glorifying God. However, the mere fact that we sing in Church
does not mean we are automatically glorifying or praising God.

In his letter to the Ephesians (5:18-20), Pauls writes, “be filled
with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He points out that we must
make melody with our hearts, and this doesn’t just mean that we
let ourselves be pulled along by the music. It means that we use
music to manifest our love for God, that by singing we are
praising God not just because he is our God, but because we each
have a deep and personal relationship with him. Singing for the
sake of singing is not worship or glorifying, it’s merely the act of
stringing words together with an accompanying melody. When
we sing along to the Mass hymns together as a community, not
only do we grow our bond as a Church, but we also show that we
know God. We show that we love him, and that we want to
glorify him, not just because it is what is expected of us, but
because in our hearts, we all want to.

»
\& Youth Announcements

St Monicads Youth Group (FY
Youth group is still online at the moment for 2021! Join us o
nights 8PM using theHik//ursydney.zoom.us/j/9393593433
Follow us on Instagram @fyrestmonicas to keep track of thd
FYRE news and events!

Altar Servingexpressions of interest

St Moni c a @ew Aitas Setverofdr the Saturtlay r
Sunday Massés | f youbre interestd
Altar Serving Coordinators (please refer to the below contag

Altar Serving Coordinator Contact Details

5pm (Saturday): Andre Kurkcu Phone: 0410 881 648
9am & 6pm MasseRashane JosepltPhone: 0424697842
11:30am Mass: Rebecca CheunBhone: 0449 055 395
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the
nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and
make it our glory to praise you.

FIRST READING

Moses said to the people: &/our God will raise up
for you a prophet like myself, from among
yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you
must listen. This is what you yourselves asked of
the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the
Assembly. fiDo not let me hear againd you said
fithe voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer
on this great fire, or I shall died ;and the Lord said
to me, fAll they have spoken is well said. I will
raise up a prophet like yourself for them from their
own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth
and he shall tell them all I command him. The man
who does not listen to my words that he speaks in
my name, shall be held answerable to me for it.
But the prophet who presumes to say in my name
a thing I have not commanded him to say, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet
shall die.o 6

DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20

The word of the Lord

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 94

(R.) If today, you hear his voice, harden not your
hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the
rock who saves us. Let us come before him,
giving thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord.
(R.)

2. Come in, let us kneel and bend low; let us
kneel before the God who made us for he is our
God and we the people who belong to his
pasture, the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
darden not your hearts as at Meribah, as on
that day at Massah in the desert when your
fathers put me to the test; when they tried me,
though they saw my work.6(Rr.)

SECOND READING

I would like to see you free from all worry. An
unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord&
affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the
Lord; but a married man has to bother about the
world& affairs and devote himself to pleasing his
wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an
unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote

1 CORINTHIANS 7:32-35

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

31st January 2021

herself to the Lord& affairs; all she need worry
about is being holy in body and spirit. The married
woman, on the other hand, has to worry about the
world& affairs and devote herself to pleasing her
husband. I say this only to help you, not to put a
halter round your necks, but simply to make sure
that everything is as it should be, and that you
give your undivided attention to the Lord.

The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, Alleluia

A people in darkness have seen a great light:
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Jesus and his followers went as far as
Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath came
Jesus went to the synagogue and began to teach.
And his teaching made a deep impression on them
because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with
authority.

In their synagogue just then there was a man
possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted,
dVhat do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are: the Holy One of God.6But Jesus said sharply,
@e quiet! Come out of him!6And the unclean spirit
threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry
went out of him. The people were so astonished
that they started asking each other what it all
meant. dlere is a teaching that is new6 they said
@nd with authority behind it: he gives orders even
to unclean spirits and they obey him.6 And his
reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all
the surrounding Galilean countryside.

The Gospel of the Lord

MARK 1:21-28

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in
your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to
shame, for I call on you.



