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Parramatta Catholic Foundation Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 2020
There will be a special collection on the weekend of 28th and 29th November.

o Please use the envelopes provided near the Sacred Heart statute if you wish to claim a tax return or
you can place your cash donation directly in the special Collection basket.

All donations above $2/- placed in envelopes provided are tax deductible.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.



mailto:shingmanlam@gmail.com
mailto:shingmanlam@gmail.com
mailto:stmonicanp@bigpond.com
https://forms.gle/jY4iFk7tdgSf8W3v9

EIETK A ]

AT HEEFEEHEKSE 128 & &

CEEEEG, (HEk 120-134 7 0
1E) Hf—5 - AEGER RS B
B AL+ Hals » DlEes TR R
s B L PERE—E Bk (BE A
P Z K iEEE ) o BBk 128 IREE R
BN AAPEREKIBRY - AR ETE R
EthR SRR - S
AR R U RHEE IR UT R F RV EF A > Y
SRR ERTHFAIARK -

PAEF+ RATHR RS UL FHEE - REVER
EAE L —RFHER (& B e 7 5
b5 BB 2:41-52) - EEEk 128 BEMIE
RE 28 IBREIRNRIEE R ~ T4
BARE ) (R 17) W ENENES
207 (Bl1:28) -

READGEVISHICE SN - ERENE
EEE (B EEsK) -~ TH
FES6HI(MaE Ad BT L R
A oo 1 Th— A 5 RLBRER RS GRAR 0 8
in P Eﬁ mend S 34 S B ud A X
% o) kTR R I R
Pt -

~fEF SCAHAL

-
aehy |
YOUTH CORNER

The servants and the talents ( Mat h
This weekQ@ gospel is a parable about three servants who were
entrusted with money by their master. Two of these servants used
the money to increase their master@ wealth and were praised.
Meanwhile one servant hid the money in the ground and returned it
to the master. Because he failed to increase his masterQ wealth, he
was rejected by his master. This parable has two key messages for
Christians:

Key Message #1: God entrusts each one of us with resources
according to our ability

Like the master, God entrusts all people with a portion of his
resources, expecting them to act as good managers. Notice that
when the master left, he divided his assets and gave each of the
three servants a different amount and he did so in Oproportion to
their abilities (vs.15).€ Our resources include more than just our
money, as in this parable. It includes all that we are and all that we
have at our disposal (our time, talents, opportunities and our
finances). God is a creative God. He makes unique individuals.
Understand and appreciate how God has made you. Don@ compare
yourself with others. Consider what skills, resources and abilities you
have been given by God. Like the master in this parable, God
believes in you and has confidence that you will manage his
resources wisely and with an entrepreneurial spirit. What matters
most is what we do with the gifts we have been given by God. Jesus
teaches that anything we do for the benefit of God and others using
our abilities and resources is pleasing to God. That includes our work
(whether paid or not), our love (acts of kindness towards all people),
and our service (voluntarily helping others).

Key Message #2: God is displeased when we play it safe and refuse
to risk

What is God like? From this parable, we could say that God is a risk-
taker! He gives us resources and he wants us to make them grow.
That requires overcoming the fear of failure. Think of the risks that
Jesus took - challenging religious leaders and entrusting his kingdom
work to his often fickle followers. He also called others to take risks
too - including leaving all and following him.
God wants us to confront our fears and insecurities. He calls us to
step out of our comfort zone. This does not mean that we should be
reckless with our lives but following Jesus requires faith and faith
often means risk. When our life is over, we will be held accountable
for how we use what we have been given by God. He has made an
investment in our lives and he expects a return on it. This truth
should provide good motivation to ensure that we make every effort
to make our life count for the time we are here on earth.
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-Adapted from a blog post on Ci
https://www.citylife.church/read/55/reflections-on-the-parable-of-
the-talents/
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STMONICAS Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Entrance Antiphon

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not
of affliction.

You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I
will lead back your captives from every place.

First Reading Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31

A perfect wife — who can find her? She is far
beyond the price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has
confidence in her, from her he will derive no little
profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the
days of her life. She is always busy with wool and
with flax, she does her work with eager hands.

She sets her hands to the distaff, her fingers
grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the
poor, she opens her arms to the needy.

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman
who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a share in
what her hands have worked for, and let her works

tell her praises at the city gates.

The word of

Responsorial Psalm

(R . Mappy are those who fear the Lord.

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk
in his ways! By the labour of your hands you
shall eat. You will be happy and prosper. ( R. )

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your
house; your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.( R. )

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears
the Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion in a
happy Jerusalem all the days of your life. ( rR. )

Ps 127

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

You will not be expecting us to write anything to
you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you
know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to
come like a thief in the night. It is when people are
saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst
suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains
come on a preghant woman; and there will be no
way for anybody to evade it.

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers,
for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are
all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not
belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not
go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide
awake and sober.

The word of

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my
branches bear much fruit.

Alleluia!

Gospel MATTHEW 25:14-30

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The
kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

15th November 2020

who summoned his servants and entrusted his
property to them. To one he gave five talents, to
another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his
ability. Then he set out. The man who had received
the five talents promptly went and traded with them
and made five more. The man who had received two
made two more in the same way. But the man who
had received one went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. Now a long time
after, the master of those servants came back and
went through his accounts with them. The man who
had received the five talents came forward bringing
five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five
talents; here are five more that I have made.” His
master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small
things, I will trust you with greater; come and join
in your master’s happiness.” Next the man with the
two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you
entrusted me with two talents; here are two more
that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well
dene, .gppd and faithful servant; you have shown
you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you
with greater; come and join in your master’s
happiness.” Last came forward the man who had the
one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a
hard man, reaping where you have not sown and
gathering where you have not scattered; so I was
afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the
ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.”
But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy
servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not
sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well
then, you should have deposited my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have recovered
my capital with interest. So now, take the talent
from him and give it to the man who has the five
talents. For to everyone who has will be given more,
and he will have more than enough; but from the
man who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw
him out into the dark, where there will be weeping

and grinding of teeth.”

The Gospel of

Communion Antiphon

To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope
in God the Lord.




