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YOUTH CORNER ——B

If you can immediately tell me what the icon on the

right is, then I'd say there is a good chance that your

birth year begins with the number 2. For some of you,

music may already be playing in your mind —images

of choreographed dance and lip-syncing, as well as

the flashing fairy lights of internet superstardom

distracting you from the words on this page. But to

others, those blue and red quavers (*the colours of this icon) might
mean nothing at all. It’s a great example of how a simple symbol can
carry great, vivid meaning for some, but not everyone.

Symbols have been used in this way for a very long time; in fact, we can
find plenty of meaningful ones in the Bible. Here, they are used to add
depth and colour to the Word of God, allowing us to better understand
Him and His plan for us. But just like the icon for TikTok, the vivid
meaning and depth of these symbols can be easily lost on those who
haven’t seen them before. To illustrate this, let’s look at a short
passage from Mark (Mk 7: 26-30), where Jesus heals a gentile woman’s
daughter:

She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.

“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not

right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the

children’s crumbs.”

Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has

left your daughter.”

She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the

demon gone.

Confusing, | know, but what this strange passage is teaching us is
revealed by looking at the symbols here; specifically of the children, the
bread, and the dogs! Here, the children represent the Israelites (God’s
chosen people), the bread represents God’s grace and providence, and
the dogs represent the gentiles and other peoples of the world.
Equipped with this newfound knowledge, this random and apparently
senseless dialogue between Jesus and the gentile woman becomes
incredibly important! Jesus healing the gentile daughter shows that
God’s mercy and grace extends to not only the Jews or Israelites, but all
people who believe! This is a huge deal, particularly for the Jewish
audience of the time who expected Jesus’ coming as Messiah as victory
for Israel over other nations, rather than a victory for all humanity over
sin.

To be honest, the Bible is full of these ‘furrowed eyebrows’ moments,
where you may be tempted to just close the book and call it a day, but
persevere and | promise you will be met with an uplifting sense of
liberation and understanding. Sure, reading the Bible can be scary (see
symbolophobia), but if you’re new to it, don’t be afraid to ask for help!
Finding a family member, friend (shameless plug for youth group here
B), or even your parish priest can help you get the guidance you need
to make sense of the Bible. The Bible is God’s way of helping us
discover deep spiritual truths about ourselves and His plan for us; so
let’s hit pause on TikTok for just a moment, and instead open our
Bibles to discover the secrets that the symbols are just waiting to tell.
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Youth Announcements

St. Monica’s Youth Group (FYRE)

FYRE youth group gatherings are online! Join
us on Sat 8pm on Zoom using the link: https
sydney.zoom.us/j/93935934337

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram @fyrestmonicas to
keep track of the latest FYRE news and events!
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ST MONICAS Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

Entrance Antiphon

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn
to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek
his face.

First Reading Exodus 45:1.4-6

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of
Israel this, “You must not molest the stranger
or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in
the land of Egypt. You must not be harsh with
the widow, or with the orphan; if you are harsh
with them, they will surely cry out to me, and
be sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will
flare and I shall kill you with the sword, your
own wives will be widows, your own children
orphans.

“If you lend money to any of my people, to
any poor man among you, you must not play
the usurer with him: you must not demand
interest from him.

“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all
the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his
body in; what else would he sleep in? If he

cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) I love you, Lord, my strength.

1. I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock, my
fortress, my saviour. My God is the rock
where I take refuge; my shield, my mighty
help, my stronghold. The Lord is worthy of
all praise: when I call I am saved from my
foes. (R.)

2. Long life to the Lord, my rock! Praised be
the God who saves me. He has given great
victories to his king and shown his love for
his anointed. (r. )

Ps 17

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

You observed the sort of life we lived when
we were with you, which was for your
instruction, and you were led to become
imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with
the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the
gospel, in spite of the great opposition all round
you. This has made you the great example to
all believers in Macedonia and Achaia since it

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

25th October 2020

was from you that the word of the Lord started
to spread - and not only throughout Macedonia
and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God
has spread everywhere. We do not need to tell
other people about it: other people tell us how
we started the work among you, how you broke
with idolatry when you were converted to God
and became servants of the real, living God;
and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his
Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come
from heaven to save us from the retribution

which is coming.
The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words, and my
Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

love fg law
© heart* soul

O
_l commandment

prophets
neighbor o

mind

Gospel MATTHEW 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had
silenced the Sadducees they got together and,
to disconcert him, one of them put a question,
‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of
the law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind. This is the greatest and
the first commandment. The second resembles
it: you must love your neighbour as yourself.
On these two commandments hang the whole

Law, and the Prophets also.’
The Gospel of the Lord

Communion Antiphon
We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our God.



