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Mass on AnnunciationE2 18R ENFEl

48 SB(E)EOBHE  EEENER L 9:15 5RERE - WEEHEE -
On 9% April (Monday) Mass will be celebrated at 9:15am for the Solemnity of Annunciation.

St Monicaés Bingo Night
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Come along and join the St Monica's Bingo Night on Friday 13 April. BBQ Dinner commencing at
6.00pm. BYO Drinks and Nibbles. Bingo starts at 7.00pm. Tickets cost $20 per family or $5 per single.
Tickets available after mass.

The Catholic Foundation

In support of The Catholic Foundation, our Parish will be holding a special collection. Appeal Envelopes
will be provided at the Masses, and we invite all Parishioners to support the good works of the Diocese
of Parramatta, by giving generously to The Catholic Foundation Appeal. We still have to raise $1420.

Project Compassion
Please return your project compassion boxes, so we can account to Caritas, thank you very much for
your donations and remember donations over $2 are tax deductable.

Youth Camp

Youth Camp is the biggest Youth Group event of the year and this year it will be happening from 17th
to 20th July (Week 2 of Term 2 holidays). The theme for this year& camp is Pinocchio and will revolve
around the idea of absolute truths. Youth Camp is always filled with great music, amazing activities,
faith-filled sessions, awesome games and of course, delicious food. Permission slips will be out soon.
Please contact Cheryl Wong for details.

St Monica's Primary School

St Monica® Primary School is now accepting enrolment applications for Kindergarten
2019. Applications will close (first round) on Monday 9 April 2018. Enrolment forms are available on
the school website or from the school office.

Vinnies News

We take this opportunity to thank both the School and Parish Communities for their generosity in
partaking in the Christmas Appeal. Christmas goodies, groceries and gift items resulted in 30 hampers
being collated and delivered to very appreciative families. Your generosity also found its mark in the
Envelope Appeal and $1,580.00 was collected. These funds were utilised to ensure hampers had that
Christmas feel and used in future good works for the needy. With Thanks S.V.D.P.
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During Holy Week, some of the adults and youths
from St Monica® attended the Good Friday Walk
organised by Catholic Youth Parramatta of the
Parramatta Diocese. The Good Friday Walk for
this year was a Stations of the Cross across
seven parishes including our own St Monicad.

St Monica® was very lucky to be able to
collaborate with youths from Christ the King to
bring the 11*" and 12" Station of the Cross to life.
This year, we had ten youths attend the walk and
some of their accounts of the experience are
below. Let& hope we can get even more youths
to the event next year!

fiThe Good Friday Walk allowed us to have a
glimpse of the pain and suffering that Jesus had
to endure.o - Gabriel (17)

filt was an opportunity to gather as a community
and walk in prayer and reflection of Jesus'
suffering.o- Rebecca (14)

fiDespite the walk being long and tiring we were
able to reflect on and understand the hardships
Jesus himself had to go through.o- Hazel (16)

"The walk was a great experience, though it was
challenging, as it allowed me to gain a deeper
understanding of Jesus' passion, but also because
I was able to see just how many young people
were happily willing to give up their own time in
order to improve their faith and show their
devotion." - Rashane (17)

fAlthough the walk was challenging, tiring and
painful at times, it was enriching experience and
provided an opportunity for some reflection time
on myself as a person. It was an amazing
experience as well as a time for bonding with the
rest of youth group as we went through the
journey together.o- Charlotte (14)

fil felt especially connected to the walk this year,
particularly because I got to share the journey
with my brother and the other youth group
members, and also because of the theme song

m| "What A Beautiful Name" which played at each of

the 7 church stops.o- Abigail (21)




ST MONICAS  second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)

First Reading Acts 4:32-35
The whole group of believers was united, heart

and soul; no one claimed for his own use
anything that he had, as everything they owned
was held in common.

The apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power,
and they were all given great respect.

None of their members was ever in want, as all
those who owned land or houses would sell
them, and bring the money from them, to
present it to the apostles; it was then distributed
to any members who might be in need.

Trewodoft hLod

Responsorial Psalm Ps117
( R.Qive thanks to the Lord for he is good, his
love is everlasting.

1l.Let the sons of Israel say: dis love has no
end.6 Let the sons of Aaron say: dis love has
no end.6Let those who fear the Lord say: dis
love has no end.6( R. )

2.The Lord& right hand has triumphed; his right
hand raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds. I was punished, I was
punished by the Lord, but not doomed to die.
(R.)

3.The stone which the builders rejected has
become the corner stone. This is the work of
the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was
made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. ( r.

Second Reading 1 John 5:1-6

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has
been begotten by God; and whoever loves the
Father that begot him loves the child whom he
begets. We can be sure that we love God&
children if we love God himself and do what he
has commanded us; this is what loving God is -
keeping his commandments; and his
commandments are not difficult, because anyone
who has been begotten by God has already
overcome the world; this is the victory over the
world - our faith. Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God; Jesus Christ who came by water and
blood, not with water only, but with water and
blood; with the Spirit as another witness — since
the Spirit is the truth.

Trwodoft bBLod

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice
and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; and
Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his Father
reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely
ended!

St. Monica's Parish

North Parramatta

- Year B 8th April 2018
Life own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the
way.

The tomb the Living did enclose; I saw Christ&
glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting; shroud with grave-
clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you
into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have
seen me; happy are those who have not seen
me, but still believe!

Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day
of the week, the doors were closed in the room
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to
them, ®eace be with you,6and showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them
again, ®eace be with you.6 As6the Father sent
me, so am I sending you.6 After saying this he
breathed on them and said: ®eceive the Holy
Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they
are retained.6

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, dVe have seen the Lordé ,
he answered, dJnless I see the holes that the
nails made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless I can put
my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.6 Eight
days later the disciples were in the house again
and Thomas was with them. The doors were
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ®eace be with youdhe said. Then he spoke
to Thomas, ®ut your finger here; look, here are
my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my
side. Doubt no longer but believe.6 Thomas
replied, My Lord and my God!6Jesus said to him:
&'ou believe because you can see me. Happy are
those who have not seen and yet believe.6

There were many other signs that Jesus worked
and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded
in this book. These are recorded so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing this you may have life through
his name.

Tk Gospdal blLod



